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Background 

Scott Wilson, through all its various name changes, published the following in-house magazines and 

newsletters containing, among other things and in varying degrees over the years, news and 

information about people, projects, events, corporate issues, births, marriages and deaths:- 

Pontifact 1-36 [Christmas 1960-Summer 1977] [printed] 

SWKP / SWK Today 1-54 [Nov 1972-Oct 1995] [printed] 

SWK News / ScottLight 1-476 [July 1995-Dec 2004] [printed] 

Exchange [July 2004-Spring 2010] [printed]  

Communiqué [June 2005-Dec 2005] [electronic] [Scotland & Ireland] 

Benchmark 1-6 [Dec 2006-July 2009] [electronic] [Scotland & Ireland] 

Interchange 1-251 [Jan 2005-Dec 2009] [electronic] 

SW1 1-19 [Dec 2009-Sept 2010] [electronic] [Global] 

Communiqué / Benchmark 

Articles from Communiqué / Benchmark [June 2005-July 2009] relevant to the history of Scott Wilson 

in Scotland & Ireland are recorded below. These form a history of the events that staff or 

management chose to submit for publication and are not, therefore, a complete history of events but, 

rather, snippets of information that provide a flavour of events at the time and give clues as to what 

might be found elsewhere in papers, job description sheets and other records. 

Significant or notable projects, people and events are highlighted as follows for ease of reference:- 

Projects/Disciplines           People          Issue/Date        Actions 

Scans of the entire known collection of Scott Wilson Newsletters, including Communiqué and 

Benchmark, are included for interest and reference in Doc 15 Appendix 3. 

While all articles in Communiqué and Benchmark are directly relevant to Scotland & Ireland, only the 

main articles are included below. 

JP McCafferty [Dec 2005-2006:P25 missing Communiqué’s?] 

 

 

  



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

9 
 

Communiqué Scotland June 2005 

A Time for Change [RT Hunter CEO; JP McCafferty Chairman; New Structure] 

 

You will now be aware of the changes that are taking place in our organisational structure from Geoff 
French’s Announcement to all staff and Jim McCafferty’s e-mail which concentrated on Scotland 
Division. 
 
During the early part of the year Directors who attended the Senior Leadership Programme had 
developed an ‘Agenda for Change’ to identify areas where we could make an impact on the future 
issues of our business. The areas which will be taken forward for development are: 
 
• Communications 
• Developing our People 
• Developing ourselves 
• Developing our client relationships 
 
In our Division, senior staff have also been developing our forward strategy and this effort led to the 
creation of a ‘Vision from Scotland’. Our vision details our aspirations for the future of our organisation 
and how we will grow in our existing disciplines, by adding new disciplines and geographically. The 
Vision has now been expressed in The Business Plan for 2005/2006 which was accepted by the Main 
Board to be implemented from 1 May 2005. 
 
That said, there are no plans for radical change affecting all our activities; any changes will be 
introduced gradually. One of the key elements of our future success will remain focussed on two 
areas: 
 
• Doing existing projects well 
• Winning more projects 
 
In these two tasks you are our biggest asset! 
 
There is one change that will affect certain MOUs in the short term. MOU2 and MOU3, both 
essentially Roads in Glasgow have been combined as MOU2 Roads to be led by Alan Frew. The 

former MOU2 has been disaggregated and two new MOUs have been formed: 
 

MOU 2 Roads - led by Alan Frew 

MOU 9 Geotechnics - led by Roger Doubal 

MOU10 Transportation - led by Russell Bissland  

 

These changes took effect from the 1 May 2005. 

 
As we move forward into the new financial year with a clear intent to create a growing and vibrant 

business I look forward to working with you to achieve our vision. 

Human Resources 

Staff numbers at the end of May increased to 208. 

 

New members of staff starting in March/April/May 2005: [Ali Bastekin et al] 

 
David Welsh Trainee Technician                  MOU2 Glasgow 
John Bain Trainee Technician                      MOU2 Glasgow 
Gordon Millar IT Support Technician            MOU5 Glasgow                                                                                               

Ewan Patterson Trainee Technician             MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                                              
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Mike Gallagher Senior Technician                MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                                 

Deirdre McCann Assistant Project Manager MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                                     

Alex Rey Engineer                                        MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                                                                

Ewen Morrison Principal Engineer                MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                          

Laurent Beltran Structural Engineer              MOU4 Edinburgh                                                                                            

Yvette Hynd Trainee Technician                   MOU6 Edinburgh                                                                                                                                       

Cleo Horsburgh Landscape Architect            MOU6 Edinburgh                                                                                                                                                

David Carter Trainee Technician                   MOU7 Newcastle                                                                                                          

Sandra Bernal Assistant Engineer                 MOU7 Newcastle                                                                                                 

Ali Bastekin Principal Geotech Engineer       MOU9 Glasgow 

New jobs [RAF Kinloss etc] 

Braes of Doune Windfarm, Geotech Advice Airtricity £15k 
Stevenson Bus Lanes North Ayrshire Council £30k 
A738 Pennyburn Bus Lanes NAC £60k 
Granton Waterfront Roads Waterfront Edinburgh £25k 
RAF Kinloss Surface Water Treatment Design Amec Turner £250k 
RAF Kinloss SWT Construction Stage Input Amec Turner £70k 
Invercasley Windfarm Site Assessment Airtricity £8k 
Consultancy Services Gateshead Engineering tbc 
High Occ Veh Advice SE £5k 
City of Sunderland LDF SEA/SA £32k 
Stirling Old Town Cemetery Monitoring HLF £2k 
South Yorkshire Transport Plan SEA £2k 
Total Fees Won £439k 

Premises [Park Circus Basement re-decoration] 

The re-decoration of the Basement continues and new carpeting is being laid on 6 June 2005. 
No other issues with the exception of the time-worn one of tidiness and cleanliness.  Remember to 

keep an eye open for untidy areas or unclean parts of the office and advise someone in order that the 

matter can be rectified. This also applies to things that are not working; they will never get fixed if you 

keep the information to yourself. 

R T Hunter, Chief Executive Officer Scott Wilson Scotland. 
 

Communiqué Scotland July 2005 

 
Human Resources 

Staff Numbers 209 at end of May  

 
New Staff [Gallagher; Cheung; Millar; Horsburgh; Bernal; Cummings]                                                                                                                                                                   

The following personnel commenced work in May 2005:                                                                                          

Mike Gallagher – Senior Technician – MOU 4                                                                                                                              

Michael Cheung – Senior Assistant Engineer – MOU 4                                                                                                    

Gordon Millar – Assistant Computing Engineer – MOU 5                                                                                            

Cleo Horsburgh – Landscape Architect – MOU 6                                                                                        

Sandra Bernal – Assistant Engineer – MOU 7                                                                                                   

Peter Cummings – Vacation Student – MOU 2 

Graduate Recruitment: 7 Graduates have been appointed. 
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New jobs [RAF Kinloss Surface Water Treatment]                                                                                                                                    

(total fees won and individual projects >£100,000) 

RAF Kinloss Surface Water Treatment Design Amec Turner £250k 
May 2005 Total Fees Won £439k. 

Premises Glasgow [Parking Restrictions Park Circus] 

 

As will be obvious to those of you in Park Circus, the City Council has now decided to implement their 

policy to achieve model shift away from car usage to public transport and to that end will implement 

parking restrictions. It is understood that this will not apply before 1 August as they have still to make 

the formal Traffic Regulation Orders. In response to objections they appear to have withdrawn their 

proposals for the Napiershall area. The Board will advise further on ‘implications’ towards the end of 

July together with a further update. 

Communiqué Scotland & Ireland August 2005 

Welcome to the new, restyled Communiqué. I hope that the new format proves to be more informative 

and will stimulate interest from around the Division. 

 

In each issue the Directors will take the opportunity to provide you with some background on relevant 

matters as they affect the Division. 

Republic of Ireland added, we are now the ‘Scotland and Ireland Division’ [McCafferty] 

Those of you who have read the recent issue of “Interchange” will have noted that the responsibilities 

of our Division have expanded. We welcome the Republic of Ireland to the fold. 
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Interestingly, we are now responsible for Scott Wilson’s operations across approximately 65% of the 

land mass that is Britain and Ireland! [This resulted from a proposal from Jim McCafferty agreed 

by the Board] 

Feedback, I would ask you now to read the communiqué at your leisure and would welcome any 

feedback which you may have on the new format and any new features which you may wish to see in 

future issues. Please pass any comments to David Webster in the first instance. 

And finally, I would welcome suggestions for the name for the new Communiqué which should reflect 

our divisional responsibilities. Please pass your ideas to David Webster. 

Ronnie Hunter Chief Executive Officer Scotland & Ireland. 

Our People 

June and July have been busy months for our Human Resources officer Susie Edward. These two 

months have seen the commencement of a total of 16 new personnel to the Division including 

graduates, students, technicians and administration staff. All the new starts are listed below.  

Welcome everyone. 

New Permanent Staff [McElhinney; Allan; Russell; Hogan; Fytopolou; McPartlin] 

MOU2: Anne McElhinney, Technician                                                                                                                  

MOU4: James Allan, Assistant Engineer, Allister Smith, Graduate                                                                                     

MOU5: Shelby Russell, Admin Assistant                                                                                                               

MOU6: Anita Hogan, Asst Aquatic Ecologist                                                                                                            

MOU7: Katerina Fytopolou, Graduate, Emma Sadler, Technician                                                                                    

MOU10: Michelle McPartlin, Graduate 

Vacation students                                                                                                                                              

MOU1: Kate Marshall                                                                                                                                        

MOU2: Andrew Bothwell, Michael Medlock, Chris Smith                                                                                                   

MOU4: Marco Petrucci                                                                                                                                       

Mou7: Mike Felekis, John Murray, Andrew Powell 

The headcount at the end of July was 220 of which 17 are temporary staff. This shows an overall 

increase of 2.5% permanent staff since the start of the financial year.  Congratulations. 

Promotions [O’Hara; Forshaw; Proud; Scillipoti; Ritchie; Shillington et al]                                     

: effective from 1st July 2005. 

To Level 4.3 – Technical Director Kenneth O’Hara                                                                                              

To Level 4.2 – Associate John Forshaw, Stewart Proud                                                                                       

To Level 4.1 – Principal Engineer Giovanni Scillipoti, Denise Ritchie, Simon Shillington                                                           

To Level 3.2 - Senior Engineer Vipin Agarwal, Lyn Masterson, Manoj Gupta                                                               

To Level 3.2 – Senior Environmental Specialist Fraser Maxwell                                                                                     

To Level 3.1 – Chartered Engineer Jill Irving, Sumana Ghosh                                                                                         

To Level 2.3 – Senior Secretary Lynn Archer 

                                                                                                                                        

Congratulations to Alistair Napier elected Chairman of ACE Scotland in July. 

MOU News [O’Hara; Webster; Frew; Roads Framework NI; Edinburgh Tram; Wind Farm China; 

Beltran; Morrison; A96 Inverness-Airport study; A82 Tarbet-Fort William; A6 Castledawson-

Londonderry; A66 Temple Sowerby] 

 



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

13 
 

MOU1 is the subject of this month’s “Special Feature”. 

MOU2 has resulted from the amalgamation of the old MOU2 and MOU3. Its responsibilities are 

primarily roads and infrastructure, although a small integrated transport planning team also works 

quietly in the background. Kenny O’Hara and David Webster lead the MOU, reporting to Alan Frew.  

Work in the MOU is spread around a number of projects in Scotland and Northern Ireland (and in 

northern England) for a variety of clients, principally Roads Service Northern Ireland, the Scottish 

Executive, the Highways Agency, City of Edinburgh Council and road construction contractors. 

  Recently MOU2 has been at the forefront of a few important appointments for Scott Wilson. In 

particular the firm has just been appointed as Framework consultants to Roads Service Northern 

Ireland. This important commission will greatly assist our goal to establish an office in Northern 

Ireland in the near future. 

Additionally, MOU2 has been leading the Division’s input to the recent Edinburgh Tram Design and 

Technical Support bids. Those who have read recent editions of Interchange will be aware that the 

firm (led by Railways division) has been successful in being appointed to the role of “Technical 

Support Service” to “transport initiatives Edinburgh” (tie). This “Client’s Agent” role will require 

significant input from our Division, in that we will be responsible for providing technical advice in 

relation to all “non-rail” civil engineering and environment aspects of this massive project. A significant 

resource input is anticipated. Thanks from David Webster to all who assisted in the tender process. 

MOU4: The Renewable Energy Team in Edinburgh has recently been working with SW’s Shanghai 

office in pursuing onshore wind farm work in China. The Chinese Government has recently invoked a 

green energy policy, resulting in an upsurge of interest in wind energy from the established power 

companies. Scott Wilson are working for General Electric, who are a supplier of wind turbines and the 

leader in the market in that country to date. 

The RE Team were commissioned to design turbine foundations for two wind farms, Zhangbei (in the 

north of the country) and Touli (located in the northwest). Laurent Beltran, who had only recently 

joined us from New Division, quickly found himself on a plane to Hong Kong, and then to Shanghai.  

Working with a local team of Civil and Geotechnical engineers, Laurent was engaged in the outline 

and then the detailed design of the turbine bases for these two locations. Ewen Morrison managed 

the work from Edinburgh. 

These two projects are now being wrapped up, and bids are being submitted for another few sites. 

MOU10's workload has increased steadily over the last few months and is now enjoying a full order 

book for both external and internal clients. 

Externally, clients include the Scottish Executive on the A96 Inverness to the Airport transport study 

and the development of a Route Action Plan for over 100km of the A82 between Tarbet and Fort 

William. Private clients include the development of a masterplan and the associated transport 

assessment for Land Securities' development in Livingston. In Northern Ireland, the MOU is working 

with Roads Service on the major A6 Castledawson to Londonderry dualling project - more details to 

follow next month. 

In addition to the above, MOU10 is presently working on the A6 Castledawson to Randalstown project 

and on updating the economic appraisal of the A66 Temple Sowerby Bypass for MOU2. 

Special Feature MOU 1 [Bridges / Structures / Contract Adviser; Baker; Hackney] 

It would be fair to say that, in many cases, staff across the division may not know too much about 

what is going on in other units or offices. Our regular features in the Communiqué will attempt to 

provide some information for all. This week we feature MOU1 – Bridges / Structures & Contract 

Advisor. Thanks are due to Alan Baker for provision of this information.   
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MOU1 is heavily involved in the structural design of major highway and railway infrastructure projects. 

It also undertakes Building Structures design, Contract Advice Services and Dispute Resolution. The 

Staff complement is 33 (including, at present, 2 temporary staff). MOU leader is Mike Hackney. 

A brief outline of involvement in current projects will serve to demonstrate the variety of work, and 

provide an update on the status of each. 

West Coast Route Modernisation is a £350m project to increase capacity of a 13 mile stretch of the 

route in Staffordshire. In addition to undertaking all the optioneering and outline Civils design work, we 

are now completing the design of many of the bridges, some of which are the first to have been 

designed to innovative standards for high-speed loading. In addition, a substantial amount of the 

geotechnical and highways design has been carried out by our colleagues in their respective MOU’s.  

The work has started on site, and is due to be complete by 2008. We are providing advice and 

assistance during the construction phase. 

 

White Cart Viaduct on the M8 at Glasgow Airport – We are working on the design and contract 

documentation for the installation of high-containment parapets and replacement lighting columns, 

and more recently a major new commission – the design of a strengthening scheme for the steel box 

girders and deck cantilevers.   

M74 Raith Bridge - Strengthening and repair work. 

. 

 

Kingston Bridge Refurbishment Our involvement continues in our role as Independent Checkers; 

we are checking the effects on the existing bridge of the new Stobcross On-Ramp. 
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In addition, we have recently reported on a pioneering assessment of the existing bridge half-joints, 

and intend to present a paper to an International Conference in Edinburgh next year. 

Larkhall to Milngavie Railway: Design work for the new £35m project is nearing completion and the 

line is expected to open later in the year.  The line will provide links to four local communities and 

create new residential and commercial regeneration opportunities. 

 

The Waverley Railway Project bill is also completing its progress through the Scottish Parliament.   

Prior to this we undertook all of the outline Civils work necessary to support the bill, which promotes    

re-opening the railway between Edinburgh and Galashiels. We are now discussing with SWR our 

involvement in the next phase. 

 

Rosyth Strategic Link Road: We assisted with the D&B tender and are awaiting the bid result.  
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A9 Helmsdale to Ord of Caithness: Design work continues.  

The A1 River Tyne Bridge has been submitted for a Concrete Society Award, with an announcement 

about a short list expected in September. 

Sapley Square Footbridge, Huntingdon, a bowstring arch designed in the Glasgow office, is 

scheduled to be lifted into position later this month. 

 

Cumbernauld Primary School Nursery Building: Building Structures work includes the design of  

this building for North Lanarkshire Council. 

 

Gordon Bathgate is currently undertaking Expert Reports for hearings at the Court of Session 

next year. He has also been invited to accept an appointment as sole conciliator on a dispute on the 

world’s largest infrastructure project in Taiwan. This is a follow-up to an earlier appointment by the 

International Chambers of Commerce in Paris as Chairman of a panel of three conciliators in 2003 

called on to resolve a disputed sum of £50m. 

Communiqué Scotland & Ireland September 2005 

 
Hello Again. Welcome to the 2nd instalment of our restyled Scott Wilson Scotland and Ireland 

(SWS&I) Communiqué. As Ronnie Hunter, our Divisional CEO explained in the first issue, one of our 
aims will be to provide you with some background on contemporary issues as they affect the Division. 
 
Probably our most noteworthy actions over the past month have occurred across the Irish Sea in both 
Southern and Northern Ireland. 
 



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

17 
 

Southern Ireland [JVs: TJ O’Connor (Structures); Malone O’Regan (Roads) 

As you know, we are now responsible for all work on the island of Ireland, and the past month has 
seen a number of senior members of staff visiting Dublin to assist with the assimilation of the existing 
SW operations into SWS&I. We are currently operating two joint ventures out of Dublin, one with TJ 
O'Connor dealing with building structures, and a second with Malone O'Regan involved in the design 
of road schemes. Both JVs have significant on-going work commitments, and a small number of staff 
will be transferred onto the SWS&I payroll. Obviously, this is a big opportunity for us, and will involve 
other staff movements over the coming months. 
 

 
 

Northern Ireland: New Belfast Office [Frew; O’Hara; Kissick] 

As most of you will know, we have been working successfully in Northern Ireland over the past 7 
years, mainly thanks to a JV with Ferguson McIlveen. Whilst the JV remains a great success, we have 
been planning for some time to open our own premises in the Province, firstly to simplify and improve 
our service through the JV, but also to allow us to explore other opportunities in the area as the might 
arise. 
 
We are therefore proud to announce that on the 27th September, we took possession of the keys to 
our new office in Stockman's Lane, just off the M1 in South-west Belfast. The office is around 
2000sqft, and will ultimately hold around 15-20 staff. For the time-being George Kissick, a new recruit 
at Grade 4.1, will be responsible for the local operation under the guidance of Kenny O'Hara: two 
more members of staff have also joined, and we hope to make further appointments shortly. 
 
Alan Frew Director 
 

New Staff: [Ritchie; Hutchison; Kissick; McMurray; Kidd; Hill; Jones; Dadds; Whitelaw; Ayles; 

Tyron; Yassin] 

We welcome the following staff to the division 

MOU1: Peter Ritchie, Graduate                                                                                                                             

MOU2: Ryan Hutchison, Technical Director, George Kissick, Principal Engineer (Belfast),                               

Donald McMurray, Graduate                                                                                                                                     

MOU4: Michael Kidd, Alan Hill, Principal Engineers                                                                                              

MOU5: Lynn Jones, Accounts Assistant                                                                                                              

MOU6: Nicholas Dadds, Ecologist, Nicholas Whitelaw, Assistant Planner                                                                        

MOU7: David Ayles, Senior Engineer, Andrew Tyron, Graduate                                                                                        

MOU9: Salwa Yassin, Geotechnical Engineer (transfer from Chesterfield) 

Around the Division 

MOU1 was the subject of a special feature in the last issue, and as a result, many staff have been 

clamouring to find out how the projects have been developing. Here’s an update on some of them.  
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MOU1 Update 

Larkhall-Milngavie Railway: Passenger services are now operating on the Maryhill Branch following 

the opening of a new station in Kelvindale and Driver Training is being carried out on the Larkhall 

Branch. SWS&I were involved in Structures, Earthworks, Geotechnics and Highways aspects of the 

scheme. The photograph on the right shows the refurbished overbridge at Strathcona Drive, 

Anniesland on the Maryhill Branch with the refurbished overbridge carrying the Forth and Clyde canal 

over the railway in the background. (This was where Ronnie Hunter used to collect train numbers as a 

wee boy!) 

  

 West Coast Main Line, Trent Valley, Staffordshire: Construction is well underway on the first of a 

series of upgrading contracts. The work includes two major bridges to replace the River Tame 

Viaduct, extensions to a pair of existing three-span flood relief arches, and embankment widening. 

The photographs show a temporary Bailey Bridge being launched over the river, and preparatory 

work in the river to enable the remaining piers of an even earlier bridge to be demolished. 

   

MOU1 New projects  

Glazert Water Bridge, Lennoxtown: a commission by Wren & Bell to design and check a bridge to a 

new housing development. 

 A9 Perth to Blair Atholl: assisting MOU2 on preliminary scheme costs for upgrade of 56km of road. 

MOU2 Update [New Belfast Office; Ballynahinch Bypass A24 Belfast-Newcastle; Frew] 

As Alan Frew has already mentioned, the key piece of news in MOU2 is the opening of the Belfast 

Office. It would be fair to say that the timing could not have been better given that we have just been 

appointed by Roads Service Northern Ireland to identify, develop and take forward plans for a bypass 

of Ballynahinch, which is located on the A24 road from Belfast to Newcastle. Congratulations to 

Kenny and all who contributed to this tender. 

Welcome to Ryan Hutchison, new Technical Director who has joined us from KBR (Kellogg Brown 

& Root) in Surrey. Don’t be fooled by this however, Ryan originally hails from Ayrshire and was a 

fellow student of a certain Mr K O’Hara at Strathclyde University. Ryan brings extensive roads design 
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and management experience to the team. Together with David & Kenny he will deliver roads projects 

in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

MOU4: Renewable Energy; It is an exciting time just now in the area of Renewable Energy, and our 

contacts and opportunities are expanding well outside of the UK. We have now completed our work 

with SW China on two wind farms in that country, and these are under construction. We are assisting 

our colleagues in China with construction issues, as they arise. 

We are talking to senior people in the Pakistan government and financiers in relation to a number of 

upcoming wind farms in the coastal area of Pakistan, in conjunction with the International Division.  

 We have also recently provided to General Electric a detailed proposal to develop a bespoke 

software package for the finite element analysis and design of wind turbine foundations, and are 

honing the requirements for that just now. 

Closer to home, we are working with the UK Central Division on a project near Manchester, as well 

the environmental impact assessment for a wind farm in the Central Belt of Scotland. 

MOU5: Eleanor Crozier: admin experiencing difficulty in recruitment of a suitable secretary. It is 

for this reason that agency staff are being utilised.  

 However, while a third pair of hands is required, there are times when the staff are under-utilised.  

Could everyone make sure they are making full use of the staff available for typing, filing and 

organising files etc. 

MOU10: [A96, A82 Studies; A6 Londonderry, Castledawson-Randalstown; A9 Perth-Blair 

Atholl, Transport Assessments; Livingston, N Ireland] 

Work on our major projects in Scotland and Northern Ireland is progressing well with route corridor 

studies for the A96 east of Inverness, the A82 north of Tarbet, both of which have involved working 

closely with MOU6, and the A6 to Londonderry featuring significantly in our current workload. In 

addition to the above, we are presently working on the A6 Castledawson to Randalstown Stage 3 

assessments and the A9 Perth to Blair Atholl project with MOU2.   

Discussions with our JV partners Ferguson McIlveen are leading to new commissions in Transport 

Assessments in Northern Ireland, the latest of which has just been completed. We also welcomed the 

positive client feedback from Land Securities for our work on the Transport Assessment of the 

Almondvale Centre, Livingston, with 10/10 for understanding and focus on client’s needs. Well done 

team! 

Communiqué Scotland & Ireland Christmas 2005 

Hello from Edinburgh [Office Expansion; Napier; Walters; Singleton; Hill] 

Since we are getting near to the time of year when thoughts turn to where the wise men came from it 

seems appropriate to update you on activities in the East …….. 

In the last communiqué Alan Frew described the developments in Ireland and the recent focus of 

attention that the new offices there have drawn. However the expansion and diversification of the 

other offices in our Division also remains an important part of our overall strategy for growth. The 

Edinburgh office, where there are now some 50 staff (did somebody leave the door open?) illustrates 

this commitment. 

Well-established teams in Project Management; Building Structures; Water; Renewable Energy; 

Ports and Harbours; Ecology; Planning; Landscape Architecture and Tourism and Leisure give 

a technical skills diversity that is reflected in the wide range of projects being undertaken.  
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Add the geographical dimension and you have: A new pier and ferry terminal in Rothesay; a 

theatre in Inverness; schools in the Borders and Fife; prison facilities in central and north 

England; the largest reed bed treatment works in Scotland; historic building refurbishment in 

Edinburgh; housing in Midlothian; flood defence in Ayrshire; a 5 year programme of 

environmental monitoring for the Scottish Executive; retail development in Dublin; coastal 

defence at St Andrews; a new Nimrod operations control centre at RAF Kinloss; wind farms 

across Scotland, England, Ireland and in China; project management for a mine rail link in 

Jamaica………and apologies to the many more not mentioned.  

Our projects rely on the skills of our people for their success and I am pleased to put faces to the 

names of senior staff joining recently at Principal level in Edinburgh as part of our expansion: 

   Planner/Environmentalist, Andrew Walters, former Head of Planning, Atkins 

   Ecologist Reuben Singleton joining us from SNH 

   Allan Hill, who joins the Water team from Scottish Water 

Alistair Napier, Director. 

…………..incidentally some have reminded me that there were only 3 wise men, as the story has it, 

and in any event they travelled West some years ago! Have a good Christmas and see you all next 

year. 

Ireland and Newcastle – Some Changes [Briggs; Tedbury; Edinburgh Tram] 
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As part of our continuing expansion into Ireland we have undertaken some changes in our 

management structure. Susan Briggs has now assumed responsibility for the Dublin Office and 

will seek to build the Scott Wilson business in the same way as she did so successfully in Newcastle. 

Her role as Head of the Newcastle office has now fallen to George Tedbury. George is currently 

working on the Edinburgh Tram Project however he is already spending some time in Newcastle. He 

will assume full time responsibility after the New Year break. Good luck to both. 

Our People 

New Staff [Joannides; Pang; Walker; Wieloch; Campbell; Ryan; Keating; McCabe; Barr; 

Walters; Singleton; Daugherty; Le Roux; Condrot et al] 

Alistair Napier has already introduced the new senior staff members in Edinburgh.  These are only 3 

of a significant number who have joined us in the last few months. Here is the full list for October and 

November. 

MOU2 (Glasgow):                                                                                                                                                       

Alex Joannides, Derek Pang, Principal Engineers                                                                                                       

Euan Walker, Marcin Wieloch, Graduates 

MOU2 (Belfast)                                                                                                                                                          

Sharon Campbell, Donal Ryan, Senior Assistant Engineers                                                                                         

Rachel Keating, Assistant Engineer                                                                                                              

Beth McCabe, Administration Assistant 

MOU4 (Edinburgh)                                                                                                                                                    

Susan Barr, Administration Assistant 

MOU6 (Edinburgh)                                                                                                                                                      

Andrew Walters, Principal Planner                                                                                                                              

Reuben Singleton, Principal Ecologist 

MOU7 (Newcastle)                                                                                                                                               

Alison Daugherty, Environmental Specialist 

MOU11 (Dublin)                                                                                                                                                       

Martin Le Roux, Associate                                                                                                                                            

Catherine Condrot, Graduate 

Around the Division 

MOU1 Structures: Mike Hackney provided an extensive list of projects in which MOU1 are involved. 

Here are just a few highlights:- 

Kilwinning Station Car Deck - We have provided North Ayrshire Council with a preliminary design 

and cost estimate for a 14 space elevated car deck above the existing surface car park at Kilwinning 

Station. Whilst appearing to be a rather expensive solution to replacing spaces lost through public 

transport circulation improvements, SW’s brief option study confirmed that NAC’s proposal was the 

only feasible way to achieve this within the land available. We have now embarked on the final design 

and preparation of contract documents and are assisting NAC as they grapple with the maze of 

funding and legal complexities associated with the various stakeholders: First ScotRail, SPT, Network 

Rail and the Scottish Executive. On the upside, the funding issues seem to keep the local authority 

engineers so busy that they don’t have any time to ‘engineer’ and thus require our services!   
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Sapley Square Footbridge, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire - The construction is now complete. All 

that remains is for the contractor to paint the handrail in a contrasting colour to the remainder of the 

parapet, a requirement he failed to pick up previously from our drawings! From the final snagging visit 

we hope to get some good photos. The one shown here was provided by the fabricator who was 

obviously pleased with the outcome as we are too. 

White Cart Viaduct –Strengthening and Refurbishment Phase 1 - The contract to replace the 

parapets and lighting columns is currently being tendered with construction due to start in January 

2006. Watch out for congestion. If you are going to Glasgow Airport – leave in plenty of time!   

White Cart Viaduct –Strengthening and Refurbishment Phase 3- Assessment work on multi-span 

box girder structure to compare the effects of SV loading (abnormal loading) with the earlier 40 

tonnes. Assessment in order to define the areas requiring detailed analysis for strengthening design.  

Preparation of Comparative assessment report and Approval in Principle documents in progress.   

 

The photographs below show recent developments on West Coast Route Modernisation – a pair of 

three-span flood relief arches carrying the railway across the flood plain of the River Tame is being 

extended at each end to accommodate two additional tracks. One of the photographs shows that 

flooding of the area really does take place. The reinforced concrete structure under construction on 

top of the existing bridge is a robust kerb, intended to withstand the impact of a derailed train.   

The focus in MOU2 Roads over the past month (in addition to continuing to deliver high quality 

design work to our appreciative clients!) has been on recruitment, particularly at senior grades. 

Following on from the recent arrivals of George Kissick (Grade 4.1) in Belfast and Ryan Hutchison 

(4.3) in Glasgow, last month also heralded the start of Alex Joannides (4.1) and Derek Pang (4.1), 

both in Glasgow. On top of this, Martin Hoy (4.1) will join our Belfast office in December, in a case of 

Poacher turned Gamekeeper, having been our client on the A1 Beech Hill scheme for the past 5 

years. When these new recruits are added to our burgeoning presence in Dublin (including the start in 

November of Martin Le Roux (4.2)), it is hopefully clear to all that we are serious about expanding our 

Roads Design capability. 

On the project front, our previous efforts in securing a position on the Scottish Executive's Multiple 

Framework Agreement (MFA) are starting to bear fruit, with the receipt of Briefs for 2 new schemes on 

the A96 Aberdeen to Inverness route. Ryan Hutchison and John Forshaw will lead our responses to 

these two Briefs. 
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We are also dipping our feet back into the D&B market, with 3 recent appointments - as Designer to 

Morgan Est on the A68 Dalkeith Bypass, as Checker to Morrison on A90 Glendoick and Kinfauns, and 

as Checker to Mowlem on the A830 Arisaig scheme, in addition to a support role to MOU1 as 

Checker to Mowlem/Bilfinger & Berger on the Kincardine Bridge scheme. One of our Business Plan 

aspirations this year was to broaden our D&B contractor client base (having been 'pigeon-holed' with 

Balfour Beatty for some time), and hopefully it can be seen that these appointments are going a long 

way to achieving that aim. Whilst we look forward to continuing to work with Balfour Beatty in future, 

we are now hopefully better equipped to choose the winning horse for each course!   

During October, the Renewable Energy team in Edinburgh mounted a stand at the British Wind 

Energy Association Exhibition and Conference held at Cardiff. Over 800 delegates attended the event 

which spanned three days, and over 70 companies exhibited at the event. The exhibition presented 

an excellent opportunity to meet existing clients and to inform potential clients of the breadth of Scott 

Wilson's consulting experience in this field. Useful contacts were made with a number of wind energy 

development companies, and we expect to be invited to tender for Technical Advisor roles in relation 

to several upcoming wind farm projects.   

 

At the conference it was announced that 2005 has been a record year for the UK wind industry. In this 

country around 19 new wind farms totalling 500 megawatts (MW) will be commissioned by the end of 

this year, including the largest offshore wind farm so far built in UK waters at Kentish Flats.  Over 

1000 MW of wind energy generating capacity is now installed in the UK.   

Ewen Morrison and David Wright from the Edinburgh office organised the stand and represented 

Scott Wilson at the Exhibition, and were assisted by Gareth Clarke of the Bristol office on one of the 

days in relation to electrical grid connection issues. 

MOU5: The search for a new permanent secretary for Admin continues.   

We have had 3 audits this year! One for the full year 04/05 and because of the potential flotation we 

have had one at the end of July and now one for the End of October 2005.   

Also the Inland Revenue are continuing with their audit of SWSL and we await the outcome of several 

issues relating to Site Allowances and Subsistence Allowances. Watch this space for news! 

MOU6 Planning has had an exciting month with new members of staff joining our team as 

intimated by Alistair Napier in his introduction. A little more information is provided below.   

Andrew Walters, our new Principal Development Planner, has considerable experience in both 

development planning and environmental assessment. He will play a key role in the project 

management of development and environmental projects. Andrew also has an active and growing 

interest in the law having recently completed a law degree and is extending his range of expertise into 
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areas of environmental law, due diligence and development appraisal. He has also acted as an expert 

witness at public inquiry. 

Reuben Singleton, our new Principal Ecologist, has joined us from Scottish Natural Heritage and has 

extensive practical experience of ecological survey techniques including Phase 1 habitat survey, 

National Vegetation Classification, bird and butterfly surveys. He has also advised on the 

management of a range of protected species including badger, otter, bats, great crested newts, and 

raptors. Reuben's interest in natural heritage issues extends in a voluntary capacity where he is an 

office bearer for a community woodland and a local path network, and a Director of Borders Forest 

Trust.   

Prior to this month Nicolas Whitelaw joined MOU6 as a graduate planner. His experience covers 

environmental assessments, planning applications, Strategic Environmental Assessments and design 

statements. 

Our range of work continues to grow. We have recently completed the Development Plan for 

Silverburn Park which is now the third such project for Fife Council focusing on our landscape design 

expertise. 

We have also just submitted to the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Dept the 

Scottish Biodiversity List to guide decision-makers such as public bodies, in implementing their duty to 

further the conservation of biodiversity in Scotland. In addition, we are currently developing our 

football stadium expertise by reviewing the potential for an artificial pitch for East Fife FC and a new 

stadium for Berwick Rangers FC. 

MOU 9 Geotechnics, (situated at No 20, across the Circus, for those of you who have yet to 

experience the delight of a visit) continues to be busy, becoming ever more disparate in areas and 

locations of activity, with Ali Bastekin making a flying visit to Turkey to assist Railways in tendering for 

a 65kilometre railway upgrade in a seismic area, Stephen Breslin supervising a GI in Northern Ireland 

(the A1 Beech Hill to Cloghogue), and Andrew Marsh and Graeme Reid on site near the Forth Road 

bridge supervising the remediation of extensive limestone workings for the M9/A90 upgrade.   

Many of the Geotech team will at some time be Jumbo Dodging as they assist Edd Edmondson and 

Catriona Miller in the supervision of the £1.2million Ground Investigation for the Edinburgh Airport Rail 

Link - a scheme rivalling the Scottish Parliament in cost (Stewart Proud has his head above the 

parapet in leading our efforts for this scheme). While closer to home, Andrew Leven has recently 

returned from 6 weeks of eating chips and ice cream in the wonderful west coast resort of Rothesay, 

though he assures us that he also spent 6 weeks supervising off-shore drilling works within Rothesay 

harbour! He took the photograph to prove it! (The ball/triangle/ball flown by the jack-up barge signifies 

that the ferry must keep clear of the barge, but at times it didn’t look so, says Andrew). 
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Spanning the globe from China to Ayrshire, Stuart Pennington has been advising Scott Wilson’s 

Shanghai office through Laurent Beltran in Edinburgh on wind turbine foundations in Redong, China 

(a true international effort, involving SW Chinese, French and Australian Engineers) and Lynn 

Masterson will be checking construction activities at the Braes of Doune wind farm to ensure that bog 

bursts do not occur (really!) and assessing hydrogeology at Hadyard Hill Wind Farm.   

We continue to provide detailed technical advice on the piled embankment failure on the A80 and also 

at a suspect harbour wall in Dundee analysed by Salwa Yassin and Ray Mung. Irish work grows in 

response to the firm’s efforts, with a bid just made for Geotechnical checking of the 17km N9/N10 

Kilcullen to Waterford road scheme. The section continues to support the rest of you in numerous 

other schemes, failure of a mention here does not mean they are being ignored! Joining Edd and 

Catriona - Ray Mung, Andrew Leven, and Stuart Pennington recently passed their PTS (Personal 

Track Safety) courses, qualifying them to go “on or near the lineside”, so together with Gareth Ellery 

from Newcastle this bring the Geotechnical contingent of PTS holders to 6.   

On a personal note, we are sure you would like to join us in congratulating our Trainee Technician 

Iain MacPherson on his recent engagement to Vicki. We wish them both well in their future life. Also, 

for those of you who do not know yet, Kyle Krievs will be continuing our international assault, though 

unfortunately not under the guise of Scott Wilson, as he moves on to pastures new in New Zealand. 

Good luck Kyle. 

Finally, MOU9’s search for staff is continuing. If you know any likely candidates £750 could be coming 

your way just in time for Christmas, contact Susie Edward for more details. 

MOU 10 Transportation: workload continues to increase with a full order-book for both external and 

internal clients over the next few months. In addition to the development of route strategies and 

corridor improvements throughout Scotland and Northern Ireland, we are also undertaking more 

specialised work including a research project on worldwide developments in the use of high 

occupancy vehicle facilities for future UK applications. We have also completed the preliminary 

economic appraisal of the York Street Motorway Interchange in Belfast, which received perfects 10s 

on our client feedback.   

We congratulate Michelle McPartlin, who received the ICE 2005 Under-Graduate Achievement 

Prize for her First Class Honours Degree in Civil Engineering and Project Management. Well done! 

And finally: 

The Directors would like to convey the compliments of the season to all Staff and their families.  

Thanks for all your hard work and effort over the last year, enjoy your holiday and come back 

refreshed and “raring to go!” 

Communiqué……………………………………The End 

 

[Dec 2005-2006: missing Communiqué’s?] 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland December 2006 

 

Susan Briggs, our Dublin-based Director, highlights some of the more notable happenings 

within the Division over the past months. Inside we get the ‘low-down’ on what’s going on in the 

various departments (or Mini Operating Units - MOU’s) in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Belfast 

and Dublin. 
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Merry Christmas 

Welcome to the December 2006 issue of the Scott Wilson Scotland and Ireland Division staff bulletin 

which, as you may have noted, has now changed its name to Benchmark in response to the desire for 

each Division to have its own uniquely named publication. If you have joined us recently, welcome to 

Scott Wilson’s Scotland and Ireland Division. 

Benchmark is intended to provide regular updates and background information on matters of 

relevance to the Division. For various reasons this is the first issue since last December. However, 

Stephen Leckie in Glasgow and the Beechill House Business Development team have now 

volunteered to take over responsibility for producing Benchmark and we plan to issue it quarterly. 

The acquisition of Ferguson McIlveen, the biggest change for us all in 2006, has brought us whole 

offices of new colleagues in Belfast, Middlesbrough, Dublin, Derry and Glasgow. In terms of 

employees, the Division is starting to really look like a Scotland and Ireland Division (with a 

considerable and highly valued North of England presence bringing the requisite ‘down-to-earthness’ 

to balance the Celtic tendencies) – but another noticeable change is that all the offices are becoming 

increasingly multicultural.                                                                                                                          

Footnote: See Interchange 92 for SW/FM background JP McCafferty. 

We now have over 450 staff in total, representing at least 20 nationalities. 

The challenge now for all of us is to take the best from our diverse backgrounds and work to make a 

whole that is even better than the sum of the parts. This will require effort, trust, open minds and 

willingness to adapt, but I am confident we will succeed.                                                                                              

Our inclusion on the Scottish Water Framework is a great start that would not have been possible 

without the skills and resources of the Middlesbrough and Belfast Beechill House offices. 

 

 

New Building Structures Team; A800 Dalkeith N Bypass, M6, A66 on Site;                                                         

Dublin Office Expands; M8/N8 Cullahill-Cashel on Site;                                                                                        

Belfast Office Opened; M1 Westlink and M2 PPP in Belfast. 

 

Looking back over the last year, significant changes were apparent even before the acquisition of 

Ferguson McIlveen. In Scotland we have seen significant growth in the range and depth of 

environmental skills available in-house and the formation of a new building structures team in 

Glasgow. The long awaited A8000 and Dalkeith Northern Bypass projects are on site at last. In the 
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north of England, both the M6 and A66 sites are up and running and the Newcastle office is 

consolidating its position in the local consultancy market. 

In Ireland, the Dublin Sandyford office, which had only 3 Scott Wilson employees when we took it over 

in September 2005, has grown to 11 and the site team for the M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel will soon be a 

similar size. The Stockman’s Lane Office in Belfast, which was officially opened on 22 June, already 

has a team of 9 working on several large highways schemes and we also have 6 people on the 

Employer’s Agent’s team on the M1 Westlink and M2 Widening PPP scheme in Belfast. These teams 

will work with the longer established teams in the former Ferguson McIlveen offices in Belfast, Dublin 

and Derry to implement the strategy for Ireland that is currently being developed. In due course, we 

will rationalise our accommodation in Belfast and Dublin. 

Relocation of Glasgow Offices to Citypoint: On the subject of rationalising accommodation, and 

looking forward to 2007, the biggest event in the offing is the relocation of the various Glasgow 

offices, including part of Railways, to Citypoint on the north side of the City Centre. The move will take 

place early in the year and will be a major wrench for senior staff in Park Circus, some of whom have 

worked there for 30 years. However, there is general acceptance that the benefits of a single, modern 

office with good telecommunications and public transport access will outweigh those of the Park, 

ornate cornices and a temperamental boiler. 

With plenty for us all to look forward to in 2007, may I take this opportunity to wish you’ Nollaig 

Shona’, or, ‘Merry Christmas’. 

Everything you always wanted to know about Ferguson McIlveen (But were afraid to ask) 

According to Irish folklore, Robert Ferguson, an Engineer, and Sam McIlveen, an Architect, first met 

on a muddy building site in Lisburn, Co Down, which they had both been sent to survey. Both men 

soon realised that their collective aims would be best served if they pooled their resources, and so 

Ferguson McIlveen was founded. That was 84 years ago, since when the firm has expanded into nine 

offices throughout the UK and Ireland. 
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The second-most eventful moment in the Firm’s history was 1st November 2006 when Ferguson 

McIlveen became part of the Scott Wilson Group. The Firm’s offices in Belfast, Londonderry, Dublin, 

Glasgow and Middlesbrough are now part of the Scotland and Ireland Division, increasing staff 

resources by 215. So what does this move bring to Scott Wilson and how will it affect the future of the 

Division? Here’s everything you always wanted to know about Ferguson McIlveen and no doubt some 

things you didn’t. 

Ferguson McIlveen was affectionately known to clients as Fergie-Macs.  This was probably because 

only a local can pronounce McIlveen. If you want to know how to say it properly, for a limited time 

only, you can ring the Belfast office and ask Maria the receptionist. 

For the time being there will be two offices in Belfast – the SW office at Stockman’s Way and the 

former Fergie Macs office. To avoid confusion, the FM office is commonly referred to as Beechill 

House. For the record Beechill House was designed by the Firm and opened in 1972. At the time its 

open plan approach was considered to be cutting edge and its design has allowed us to squeeze 150 

people in. 

FM and SW first started working together in 1998, as a result of a major investment in road 

construction in Northern Ireland. The SW/FM team are appointed to a framework for the Department 

of Regional Development Roads Service, who are responsible for the roads network in Northern 

Ireland. 

FM has had an office in Londonderry since 1989. From here we work in the west of Northern Ireland 

and into County Donegal. Some people call the city Londonderry and some call it Derry, but don’t 

worry few people will take offence if you use either name. It is also affectionately known as Stroke 

City, as in Londonderry/Derry. 

Just like Scott Wilson, Ferguson McIlveen is a multi-disciplinary Firm with the following disciplines 

available in-house: Architecture, Civil Engineering, Structural Engineering, Landscape Architecture, 

Town Planning, Planning Supervision, Quantity Surveying, Project Management, and Building 

Services. 

The Firm has worked in a wide variety of market sectors from healthcare to water treatment, from 

urban design to reservoirs. This spread of disciplines dovetails well with the Division’s existing 

capabilities, expanding some disciplines and adding new skills. This is in accordance with the Group’s 

strategic aim of expanding its portfolio into the four key sectors of transport, property, environment 

and natural resources. 

Whilst FM has many strengths, it operates best when an integrated team works together on a project, 

with each discipline feeding into the design process from the outset. The Firm’s highest profile 

schemes, such as the award winning Belfast Cancer Centre, have brought together skills from all 

corners of the Firm. 

The Firm is well known in Northern Ireland and parts of the Republic of Ireland. The aim is now to 

expand Scott Wilson’s influence throughout Ireland, north and south. There are now also two SW 

office’s in Dublin. The long term aim will be to amalgamate these but there are no immediate plans. 

 Ferguson McIlveen’s Engineers in Middlesbrough have worked in water and sewerage treatment and 

general infrastructure. They played a key role in the recent Scottish Water framework success. The 

office also includes Architects, Landscape Architects, Building Services and Town Planners. 
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Ferguson McIlveen has had an office in Glasgow since 1996, from where we have worked on some 

high profile Landscape Architecture projects, such as Sauchiehall Street. The Landscape team in 

Glasgow will be moving to the Citypoint office to join their new Scott Wilson colleagues. 

Another thing that FM is well known for is its friendliness. If you get the chance to visit any of the 

former FM offices you can be assured of a warm welcome.                                                                                         

Footnote: See Interchange 92 for SW/FM background JP McCafferty. 

Some things you wanted to know about the Citypoint move (and weren’t afraid to ask) 

Since the formal announcement in October that the Division’s Glasgow Office was to move to 

Citypoint, arrangements have been moving on apace; all involved in the planning and implementation 

have been surprised at just how many aspects need to be considered to ensure that the new offices 

are fitted out to provide an appropriate environment to conduct our business as we move forward. 
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An external “Move Manager” was appointed in early November who has particular expertise in such 

relocations much to the relief of Stephen Leckie who toes were already bruised by the several balls 

he had dropped! Orders and contracts for the various fit-out elements have been on are about to be 

placed. 

You may have noticed that measurement of the existing filing was undertaken and in due course 

section heads will be consulted regarding what’s to come, what’s to be archived and what’s to be 

discarded.  Regarding consultation, thanks is due to section heads and staff who have channelled 

comments and requests on various aspects to the Directors in order to inform the ongoing decision 

making process. 

Starts; Promotions: [Briggs; Wright; Hackett; Shillington; Buckley; Withers; Riach; Blair; 

Laidlaw; Gillespie; McKenna; Gray; Rey; Levi; Weir; Brian; Harding; Graham; MacPherson; 

Williams] 

Welcome to all those that have started with us over recent months. We have had a considerable 

number of staff join us at all levels within the Division which is in line with our current growth plan. 

We haven’t had a news sheet since July’s promotions so here’s a reminder: 

To Level 5.0 – Director Susan Briggs;                                                                                                                               

To Level 4.3 – Technical Director David Wright, Nigel Hackett;                                                                                                       

To Level 4.2 – Associate Simon Shillington, Tony Buckley;                                                                                                                                                                                      

To Level 4.1 – Principal Engineer Willie Withers, David Riach, Gordon Blair, George Laidlaw;                                                                           

To Level 3.2 – Senior Engineer Andrew Gillespie, Philip McKenna, Joanna Gray, Nicholas Rey,                            

Zoran Levi, Audrey Weir;                                                                                                                                                 

To Level 3.2 – Senior Planner Shelagh Brian, Steven Harding;                                                                                                      

To Level 2.1 – Technician Mark Graham, Iain MacPherson, David Williams. 

Around the ‘Old’ Division 

MOU 1 Structures [Trent Valley WCRM; Edinburgh Airport Rail Link; Bathgate & Waverley 

Lines; White Cart Viaduct; New Building Structures Section; Boothman; Gillespie; Morrison; 

Williams; Withers; Padarthi; Ferns; Leckie] 

The Basement Boys (not sexist, just the way it is) have remained busy over the past months and look 

forward to a healthy forward workload in projects of their own and in support of MOU’s 2 and 4. 

Our long involvement with the Trent Valley section of the West Coast Route Modernisation project 

has continued to tail off over the past months; however, the potential gap is more than being filled with 

similar bridge design work coming on stream through Scott Wilson Railways on the Edinburgh Airport 

Rail Link (EARL), Airdrie to Bathgate Line and Waverley Line projects. Musing on the workload 

transition Alan Baker was heard to say that the light he thought he’d seen at the end of the tunnel had 

in fact turned out to be a train coming in the opposite direction! 
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Having seen completion Phase 1 of the White Cart Viaduct refurbishment programme earlier in the 

year, much of MOU1’s current effort is being applied to the design of the works for the complex 

strengthening and of the box girders, a very challenging task whose implementation and end result 

will, ironically, not be evident to the world at large! 

We have also continued our involvement with MOU4’s Sustainable Energy Team in undertaking 

design and design checks of turbine foundations for various wind farm projects in Scotland, England 

and China. Danny Boothman and Andy Gillespie have been crunching the numbers assisted by 

others and obtaining advice from Geotechnics as required. Ewen Morrison, MOU4’s Project Manager, 

has kindly been providing appropriate encouragement to the grafters to ensure that they get the sums 

right first time – see photo above. 

April saw the formation of a Building Structures Section within MOU1 a long-held Business Plan 

aspiration of the Division. Headed by Nigel Williams, known previously to several of the Bridges staff 

in a client role with East Kilbride Development Corporation, the section now has four staff members 

and has already been remarkably successful in obtaining commissions in the schools and residential 

sectors of the market. Willie Withers has apparently lost over a stone since he started having to climb 

the stairs after transferring from Kenny’s team in Room 2 – part of his Mybenefits package. The other 

two employees are Praveen Padarthi and Alan Ferns, who, like Nigel, are newcomers to Scott Wilson. 

Stephen Leckie 

MOU 2 Roads - Belfast [Official Opening; Roads Service DBFO 1 on Site; Toal; Paterson; A24 

Ballynahinch & A1 Newry Bypasses; A2, A6 and A8 schemes; French; Wall; Dorman; McBride; 

Thornton; O’Hara] 

 

The Firm’s presence in Northern Ireland continues to grow and the Belfast Office is now a well 

established watering hole for the weary travellers who ply the trade routes across the Irish Sea. The 

establishment of the office was marked on the 22nd June 2006 by an official opening celebrated in 

classic Celtic style (that is with a K not a C …). 

The occasion was marked with a SW cake, an item whose specification in respect to icing thickness, 

consistency, etc. surprisingly did not seem to be covered by the Firm’s corporate guidelines. 

Nonetheless, I am sure that our senior SW guests, Geoff French and Ron Wall, took due cognisance.  

David Orr undertook the official “cutting” in his capacity as the forthcoming President of the Institution 

of Civil Engineers – and also representative of our largest Client, Roads Service. We have acted on 

the comments by Ron Wall on the new corporate office image; while the ambiance seemed to exceed 

expectations there was a lack of red walls. Steps were subsequently taken and a few strategic hand-

painted red panels were introduced. 

The staff complement continued to grow with some key signings including Karl Dorman who joined us 

from Roads Service. Other recent recruits include John “The Terrier” McBride who joined us from 

Jacobs and Pat Thornton from Roads Service. The staff are now integrating well with the various 

projects within the MOU as a whole demonstrating the successful application of flexibility. 
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The continuing involvement of the Division on the Roads Service DBFO Package 1 project has 

resulted in an expanding site team under the management of John Toal. Our role here is acting as the 

Department’s Site Representative on this £130m DBFO Project. John has brought together a team 

comprised of Roads Service, Scott Wilson and Ferguson McIlveen staff. The SW staff include Paula 

Rooney, who holds the project management process together, Alex Paterson who forsook the 

delights of Africa to return to his native homeland, Douglas Hill who is a local as is Seamus Monan 

and Bridgeen Loughran. They are involved in a very exciting project that involves a wide range of 

major civil engineering activities within a very congested site in the heart of Belfast. Our Belfast and 

Glasgow offices are extensively involved in the review of the 900 plus design submissions. 
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Other major projects in the Province include the A24 Ballynahinch Bypass, the next DBFO project 

through the A1 Newry Bypass, the A2 Shore Road, the A6 schemes and the remainder of the A8 

schemes. While all of these may seem to be demanding the next package of schemes loom on the 

horizon as Roads Service has announced a further £415m for additional schemes which SW should 

be well placed to undertake. Kenny O’Hara.                                                                                                    

Footnote: See Interchange 92 for SW/FM background JP McCafferty. 

MOU 2 Roads [A68 Dalkeith N Bypass; Inverness Trunk Road; Edinburgh Airport Rail Link; 

Airdrie – Bathgate Rail; Transport Scotland MFA; J Smith Business Park Link Road; Fife Term 

Commission; A9 Helmsdale; Fochabers Bypass; M9 Spur; Murphy; Shearer; Adams; Elnaseih; 

Wight; Kerr; Murphy; McLean; Blair; Reid; Hutchison]  

In common with our colleagues across the Irish Sea, the Glasgow roads team continues to be 

extremely busy. Recent months have seen staff and project numbers growing.  Unfortunately (or 

fortunately?), the latter seems to be growing quicker than the former, resulting in increasing demands 

on already stretched resources. A82 Pulpit Rock scheme 

The past few months have seen a number of notable wins and, taken together with ongoing and 

extended projects, the order book looks very healthy. Probably our most high profile success is the 

winning of the £28m A68 Dalkeith Northern Bypass D & B, formally awarded to Morgan Est in August, 

with Scott Wilson as named Designer. Dominic Murphy and his team are currently busy trying to 

ensure that the Contractor has something to build when he arrives on site on 9 October. This date will 

also see our 7 strong site team starting to mobilise. Other recent major wins have included the 

Inverness Trunk Link Road study for Highland Council and, in conjunction with SW Railways, the 

Edinburgh Airport Rail Link and the re-opening of the Airdrie to Bathgate railway. 

Ongoing framework commissions also continue to bring in new projects. The most recent of these is 

the A82 Pulpit Rock scheme through the Transport Scotland Multiple Framework Agreement (MFA). 

This involves getting rid of the notorious traffic lights at Loch Lomond (but not until at least 2010). 

Good news, although it is understood the papers are disappointed that they will have to remove this 

“long standing scandal” from their quiet news day standby box. Similarly the John Smith Business 

Park Link Road scheme awarded through the Fife Term Commission continues to grow in scope not 

to mention length. 

This framework workload will continue to grow with our recent re-appointment to the Standard 

Advisers commission for Transport Scotland. 

Long running schemes such as A9 Helmsdale and Fochabers Bypass also continue to keep MOU2 

busy and this is likely to be the case for a year or two yet. Nevertheless the M9 Spur is proof that jobs 



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

34 
 

do eventually get built; this scheme is now nearly 6 months into construction, keeping Bill Shearer and 

his team busy. 

 

Thankfully this increasing workload is matched by continuing recruitment across the MOU. We have 

recently welcomed on board a number of new graduates (Iain Adams, Ayman Elnaseih and Richard 

Wight) and new trainee technicians (Darren Kerr, Ross Murphy and Scott McLean). It is good to see 

such an injection of youth, resulting in a significant drop in the average age of the MOU. We have also 

been glad to welcome Alan Blair and Graeme Reid back to Park Circus from extended periods 

elsewhere. Ryan Hutchison. 

MOU 4 Edinburgh  

Building Structures [Duns, Eyemouth and Earlston Schools; McClure] 

 

Back to school – whilst our team in Edinburgh have been busy designing new high schools at Duns 

and Eyemouth, the building structures team in Glasgow have been designing the new high school at 

Earlston all as part of the £60m Borders Schools PPP project. The good news is that the project is 

nearing Financial Close and work is expected to commence on two of the three sites shortly. 

To support our continued growth in the building structures market, we recently welcomed Darren 

McClure, an Edinburgh University Graduate, to our team. 

 

Project Management [HMP Wakefield; Tunnicliffe; Aikman] 

Behind bars – our project management ‘inmates’ have recently commenced 3 new projects at HMP 

Wakefield under the 10 year Strategic Alliance Framework with Her Majesty’s Prison Service. This 

prison was originally opened as a House of Correction in 1595 following an endowment of only £20 

and is now ‘home’ to some of the UK’s most notorious criminals. For Pub Quiz enthusiasts, the 

Mulberry Bush, of children’s nursery rhyme fame, is located within the prison grounds – the rhyme is 
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thought to have begun life as a song or chant by inmates as they exercised around the mulberry 

bush! 

(Editor’s challenge: – a prize for anyone who can provide a photo of a mulberry tree before the next 

issue – originals only, no scanning from Ladybird books!) 

We also welcome James Tunnicliffe, a Heriot-Watt Graduate, to our PM team.  Andrew Aikman. 

Water [Hill; Williamson; RAF Kinloss Stormwater Management; Wright] 

The Water Team in Edinburgh, led by Allan Hill and Nick Williamson, is seeing light at the end of the 

tunnel (pun intended) with the completion this month of the design for a £9M scheme to improve the 

management of stormwater at RAF Kinloss, on the Moray coast. Amec commenced construction on 

site in March, and hope to complete by February next year. 

Scott Wilson had commenced the development of this project three years ago in association with the 

Ministry of Defence. The scheme was required in order to protect the sensitive wetlands and habitat 

of the Findhorn Bay, and included facilities to catch all stormwater runoff, divert it through large 

pipelines to a reed bed treatment plant, and from there by deepwater outfall pipes into the Moray 

Firth. 

The Edinburgh team has been supported during the detailed design phase by the Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineering team in Scott Wilson’s Mansfield office, as well as Process Chemistry 

experts from Basingstoke. 

        

I don’t think I’ve worked on a project that had so many unusual constraints. These included coping 

with buried World War II aircraft, designing excavation techniques to keep the Moray dolphins happy, 

and discouraging geese from using the treatment ponds as a great place to hang out!     

David Wright. 

MOU 6 Environment-Edinburgh [Elliott; Hendry; Rennie; McLelland; Sneddon; Pentlands Reg 

Park; Berwick Rangers Masterplan; A96 Threapland; A2 Belfast; A848 Mull; ecology projects] 

As many of you will know, the planning and environment team at MOU6 has been continuing to 

expand this past year with several new members of staff. 

Mark Elliott has joined us as Principal Landscape Architect to lead to MOU6 landscape team. Mark 

has a strong background in public sector regeneration: designing, preparing contracts for, and 

managing the implementation of urban regeneration contracts. He also has extensive experience of 

urban design, streetscape renewal, housing market renewal, development control, regeneration, and 

townscape strategies, hard and soft landscaping, and sustainable development. In addition, he is a 

registered Planning Supervisor. Mark has many interests in various sporting activities such as sailing, 

rugby, ski/snowboarding and cycling. 
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Martin Hendry joins the leisure and tourism team as an economist. He has experience in socio 

economic impact assessments, housing market assessments and strategic policy reviews. Martin is a 

keen tennis player and is a former junior internationalist. This season his club in Glasgow Newlands 

won the West of Scotland Spring Singles, West of Scotland Premier League Doubles, Clydesdale 

Cup and were runners up in the Scottish Cup having won it the year previous. 

Stuart Rennie is the landscape team’s new graduate landscape architect. Stuart worked in Northern 

Ireland for a year before returning to Scotland and taking up his present post with SWS. He is skilled 

in CAD and other data/graphic manipulation, preparing photomontages and other images to 

accompany project documentation and for use in presentations. Stuart builds on the sporting 

reputation of MOU6 and is a very keen golfer playing of a respectable 2 handicap at Royal Dornoch 

Golf Club. 

Zoë McClelland has recently joined the planning team as a graduate planner. She has previous 

experience working principally on oil and gas related environment and infrastructure projects. While 

originally from Northern Ireland, Zoë has enjoyed Scotland too much to consider leaving. She is a 

keen environmentalist and volunteers with an Edinburgh based environmental charity, Earth Calling, 

which teaches primary school children about wildlife. 

Jenny Sneddon has joined the expanding ecology team as a Graduate Ecologist from the RSPB 

where she managed and undertook a range of ecological surveys. She also brings to Scott Wilson 

considerable experience in data management and GIS. As a keen naturalist Jenny has gained a wide 

knowledge of British wildlife and is looking forward to applying and developing her skills as part of the 

ecology team. Jenny enjoys many outdoor pursuits and is a keen rower. 

In addition to new staff, the range of our work continues to develop. The planning team has continued 

to expand its Strategic Environmental Impact expertise and is currently preparing an SEA for the 

Pentlands Regional Park. Whilst we have always undertaken urban renewal work we are now able to 

provide expertise in urban regeneration and the work we are currently undertaking for Fife Council at 

Abbeyview is being well received. Environmental Assessment continues to be a strong theme and we 

provide this service for a range of regulatory and non regulatory requirements including 

Environmental Statements, assessments for the Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) 

process, environmental management plans and scoping studies. 

The leisure and tourism team has continued to undertake urban park development projects, with 

Pentlands Regional Park being the most recently completed study. The sporting tradition of the 

section has been cemented with the successful completion of the Masterplanning of the Berwick 

Rangers FC ground to incorporate new council offices. In addition, the team now includes economic 

and socio-economic expertise. 

Our landscape work continues to grow and we have recently completed a number of landscape and 

visual impact assessments for infrastructure projects including the A96 at Threapland and Delnies, 

the A2 Shore Road in Belfast and the A848 Gualan Dubh - Salen Road Realignment on Mull. For 

these projects we can now provide photomontages, which help clients more clearly understand the 

effects of new infrastructure. 

The ecology team is now three years into the five-year monitoring project for agri-environment 

schemes in Scotland, being undertaken for the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs 

Department. In addition, the Scottish Biodiversity List was recently completed for the Scottish 

Executive, a list of flora, fauna and habitats considered by the Scottish Ministers to be of principal 

importance for biodiversity conservation. Considerable wind farm work has been undertaken 

throughout Scotland, including assisting clients with the submission of ornithology and terrestrial 

ecology Environmental Statement chapters. Work has also involved post-construction monitoring 

including Crystal Rig in East Lothian, which is currently the largest land based windfarm in the UK, 
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and winner of the Best Renewable Project prize in the prestigious Green Energy Awards 2004. The 

team has just been awarded a contract from Scottish Natural Heritage as part of its contribution to 

2007 Highland Year of Culture. The brief is to prepare treasure trails on 12 National Nature Reserves. 

Children will follow clues on the trail, that link people with the natural environment, to find a bag of 

“goodies”. 

 

MOU 7 Newcastle [Cragside Footbridge; Buckley; Tedbury] 

We were recently tempted by an architect with the proposition “Would you like to bid for a loss making 

job?” Always willing to try something new, we took up the offer and were introduced to the National 

Trust. It turned out that they wanted somebody to assess the condition of the elegant wrought iron 

footbridge over the gorge at Cragside: this is the home of Lord Armstrong, the engineer whose 

factories for making guns and warships had such a profound effect on the history of Tyneside. 

Cragside contains many interesting features such as hydraulic machinery and the first domestic 

electric lighting system. 

The bridge which Lord Armstrong built has been closed for some time due to concern over its strength 

and stability. A couple of earlier reports on its condition took a pessimistic view, implying that 

significant strengthening would be necessary before it could be opened again for public use. Tony 

Buckley went to view the bridge and, used to encountering bridges which in many cases were barely 

standing under their own weight, could find little wrong with it. He subsequently made a presentation 

to the National Trust proposing that their money would be better spent doing a detailed analysis to 

prove that the bridge didn’t need strengthening than to launch into work which was quite possibly 

unnecessary and which could affect the appearance of the structure. His undoubted expertise 

convinced them; consequently he won the commission at a price which might yet prove the architect 

wrong. 

            

Just looking over the parapet is a challenge: Kate actually climbed over and descended through the 

aforementioned fresh air to raise money for a cancer charity. She did well - always willing to try 

something new!        George Tedbury. 
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MOU 9 Geotechnics Glasgow [Bastekin; Masterson et al; various projects] 

A number of the members of the Geotechnics team have recently moved into the very nicely 

refurbished first floor office accommodation in No 20, which has been welcomed by all lucky enough 

to be there. The team continues to be extremely busy with a number of new projects keeping us all on 

our toes. We continue to support other MOUs in the Glasgow, Edinburgh and Newcastle offices in a 

diverse range of projects. 

 In addition to projects within the Division, we are continuing with our long history of support to Scott 

Wilson Railways with Stewart Proud leading the team assisting Donaldson who are the geotechnical 

consultants for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link and Ali Bastekin assisting with a railway investigation 

in Jamaica! 

Detailed design of the recently won Dalkeith Northern Bypass for Morgan Est is keeping a number of 

people very busy with Ali Bastekin and Kamrul Ahsan providing support to the structures section. 

Andrew Marsh and Catriona Miller are undertaking mining and earthworks assessments with Iain 

MacPherson being kept very busy drawing up the designs. We are also continuing with our review of 

the geotechnical aspects of the detailed design for the M1 Westlink in Northern Ireland currently 

under construction. 

We are still very busy providing support in the many projects that are currently underway in Northern 

Ireland including the A2 Shore Road, the A24 Ballynahinch Bypass, the A6 and the M1 Westlink 

project. Salwa Yassin is busy providing a site presence in A6 ground investigation which is currently 

underway. Lynn Masterson and Stephen Breslin are busy working through a number of our Scottish 

roads projects and a cycleway design to obtain geotechnical certification before construction of these 

begins. We are continuing with our role as Geological Clerk of Works at Braes of Doune wind farm 

where Andrew Marsh is checking construction activities to ensure that bog bursts and peat slides do 

not occur. Continuing with our increasing number of windfarm activities, Edd Edmondson is busy on 

site at Weather Hill and Crystal Rig locating borrow pits and assessing foundations for the turbines. 

We have also been providing our Edinburgh colleagues with geotechnical advice for a number of 

building projects and Ryan Cho has been recently supervising ground investigations and undertaking 

design for the construction of new schools. 

Lynn Masterson. 

MOU10 Traffic - Transportation Glasgow [Aberdeen-Inverness Study; A82 Tarbet-Fort William 

Action Plan; A6 Castledawson-Londonderry-Randalstown & A24 Ballynahinch Bypasses NI; 

economic assessment A9 & A96; Bissland] 

 

It’s been a long time since our last news sheet, but I’m pleased to confirm that MOU10 has continued 

to undertake some high profile projects throughout Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Earlier this year, we were awarded the 160km Aberdeen to Inverness Transport Corridor Study, which 

is being undertaken on behalf of the Scottish Executive, Transport Scotland, HITRANS and 

NESTRANS. The assessment is being carried out in accordance with the STAG procedures and 

involves detailed consultations, identifying problems along the corridor, establishing transport 

planning objectives and developing a range of improvement options for more detailed assessment. In 

October and December 2006, two stakeholder workshops were held where more than 30 

representatives from key organisations in northern Scotland were given the opportunity to express 

their views on key issues within the corridor – for most of the time, a consensus eluded us, but a 

common goal for improving the corridor prevailed in the end. 

The completion of the A82 Tarbet to Fort William Route Action Plan earlier this year was well received 

by Transport Scotland and set out proposals for a range of improvements over the 100km route. 
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These improvements included the removal of the Pulpit Rock traffic signals, which have been a 

feature on the western side of Loch Lomond for a long time as many tourists to the west of Scotland 

would testify, and a bypass of Crianlarich, both of which are being taken forward by Transport 

Scotland.  This has led to Scott Wilson being awarded the design of the Pulpit Rock scheme, which is 

currently underway.  Given the particularly sensitive environmental conditions, input from the MOU6 

environmental team was essential in identifying and developing the improvement options. 

       

In Northern Ireland, we are nearing completion of the assessment of the 60km A6 Castledawson to 

Londonderry dualling scheme, which is one of the longest road projects in Northern Ireland. There 

has already been significant interest in the project, especially in Derry, which has involved an 

extensive programme of traffic surveys and presentations of initial findings to Derry City Council.  The 

success of the project can be attributed to the close teamwork with Ferguson McIlveen, which is now 

even stronger since the 1 November. 

Work is also progressing on the traffic and economic assessments for the A6 Castledawson to 

Randalstown dualling and the A24 Ballynahinch Bypass projects in Northern Ireland, and on the 

development of micro-simulation and economic assessment models for the A9 and A96 

improvements with MOU2. Our capabilities in the development and application of demand forecasting 

and STAG assessments and in various freight studies, continues to grow with some great client 

feedback; further details to follow in the next Communiqué. 

On the staffing front, MOU10 welcomes four new members of staff to the Transport Planning team in 

response to our continued growth in key projects.      

 Russell Bissland. 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland October 2007 

Welcome to McLay Collier [McMillan] 

We are delighted to welcome on board, the staff from the former McLay Collier, who have now all 

moved into the Citypoint offices in Glasgow. The McLay Collier team moved into Citypoint at the end 

of August where they have formed a new MOU3. 

Initially as the Scottish Office of a London Consultancy, the firm of A J McLay & Partners was formed 

in 1980 and joined forces with Jack Collier & Partners some 12 years later. The firm was largely 

focussed on Civil and Structural Engineering and in particular building structures. The practice has 

experience across a wide range of construction sectors and in recent years have specialised in 

residential, healthcare and commercial projects. McLay Collier employed 30 staff and former Partner 

Peter McMillan has been appointed as a Director in the Division 
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This acquisition is a further step in Scott Wilson’s strategy to compliment our successful organic 

growth and balance our sector portfolio in the Division. Their resources will further augment our 

successful and growing property business.   

Footnote: McLay Collier Acquisition. JP McCafferty                                                                 

Around 1995, when Jim McCafferty was Hon Sec of ACE Scotland, he suggested to Arthur Bryan, 

then on the ACE Committee and a Senior Partner with AJ McLay & Partners, that his firm might 

consider a merger with Scott Wilson. This came to nothing but later, around 2003, when Fraser Munro 

was a Senior Partner in the merged McLay Collier, Jim raised the prospect of a merger again. This 

turned out to be an opportune moment as Fraser was starting to contemplate arrangements for his 

retirement. Meetings and discussions took place, resulting, in due course, to formal negotiations lead 

by Jim McCafferty and Ronnie Hunter for SW, which were successfully concluded with the acquisition 

of McLay Collier in July 2007. 

Architecture Award for White Star House Belfast 

White Star House in Belfast has received a Commercial Architecture Award; one of only twenty 

buildings in the UK to receive such an award, and the only one in Northern Ireland. The scheme was 

designed by our Architects with the support of our Structural and Civil Engineers and is a high tech, 

highly sustainable office development for the Northern Ireland Science Park. The building is situated 

beside Thompson Dock where the Titanic and her sister ships were fitted out and references to the 

area’s history have been designed into the building. 

               

The four storey structure makes a bold statement that is easily incorporated into the client’s ethos of 

technological innovation and follows on from the industrial innovation for which the site is famous. 

The building was designed to a flexible, multi-tenant layout, but quickly attracted the attention of a 

global banking organisation, which now occupies the entire space. During the project, Scott Wilson 

also designed the fit-out of all floors for the sole tenant. 

Green Apple Award 2007 Environment and Sustainable Development [Dobson; Dixon] 

A project undertaken by two north-east based Scott Wilson planners has been awarded the Green 

Apple Award 2007 for Environmental Best Practice and Sustainable Development. Claire Dobinson 

and John Dixon undertook the Green Space Strategy during their time at North Tyneside Council and 

are glad to see their hard work has been nationally recognised. The Strategy involved a quantitative 

and qualitative assessment of green spaces across the borough and aims to meet deficiencies 

identified through the planning process. 

The Green Apple Award is for work undertaken with young people in the Borough. The Council 

worked in partnership with Planning Aid North to encourage young people to play a greater role in the 

future of their local neighbourhood. In turn young people assisted planners in the assessment of 

green spaces and the findings were subsequently presented to Council Members. This has resulted in 

a number of green space improvements with further enhancement schemes being taken forward by 

young people. 
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The award ceremony for the Green Apple Awards is to be held in November 2007 at the House of 

Commons. 

Villagers Celebrate A66 Temple Sowerby Bypass, Cumbria [Frew; Forshaw] 

As a pre-runner to the official opening of the A66 Temple Sowerby bypass in Cumbria in October, the 

local villagers arranged a celebration walk on Sunday morning of 16th September. Scott Wilson A66 

Temple Sowerby project has been involved in the project since 1999, acting as designers and then 

the Highways Agency’s agents on site. Alan Frew is PD and John Forshaw PM for the scheme.  

 

Scott Wilson was represented on the walk by John and his wife, along with about 700 others, which 

was a surprise as the village has a population of just over 300! 

A82 Fort William to Torlundy cycleway opens 

On the morning of Saturday 1st September the 2.9km A82 Fort William to Torlundy cycleway was 

declared safe to open for public use, just days ahead of 40,000 spectators visiting the area to view the 

2007 world mountain bike championships. 

The cycleway forms an important community link connecting Torlundy and Lochybridge to Fort 

William, but more importantly it also provides safe traffic free access to the Nevis Range ski area 

which doubles up for most of the year as downhill cycling facility. Many of the spectators and 

competitors used the cycleway for access to the championship event. Previously, pedestrians and 

cyclists would have gained access by using the A82 trunk road. 
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Most of the cycleway is constructed over areas of very deep peat. This has been overcome by use of 

a floated embankment construction. Another feature of the project is the 3 river crossings. Currently 

these have been spanned using temporary bailey bridges, but will be replaced later in the year with 

permanent single span bridges using hardwood timber harvested from sustainably managed forests. 

Spans range from 15 metres to 28.5 metres.  

Scott Wilson has been involved with the project for some time however it was not until very late on in 

the programme, when agreements were finally reached regarding acquisition of land, that the client 

was prepared to embark on the procurement of a contractor. This meant that the tender period and 

the construction programme were all much shorter than would have been comfortable and it is 

therefore a credit to staff from both Scott Wilson and the main contractor, RJ Mcleod, that the 

cycleway was opened on time ahead of the championships. 

The cycleway was designed in accordance with the cycling guidance note ‘Cycling by Design’ which 

coincidently Scott Wilson was also very much involved in the development. 

Development Plans for Ards, Down and Armagh. 

In August 2006 Scott Wilson’s Town Planners in the Belfast office were employed by the East Border 

Region Tourism Partnership (EBRTP) to prepare Comprehensive Development Plans for 27 towns 

and villages across the Districts of Ards, Down and Armagh. 

The purpose of the project was to carry out detailed consultation with local communities, prepare 

design proposals and graphical strategies, which would identify public realm projects within each 

village to improve their appearance.  Such projects might include the creation of gateways and open 

space, improved building frontages, as well as environmental improvement schemes and traffic 

proposals. The resultant Plans will be used as tools to lever funding from Interreg III. 

Although this project is near completion (and ahead of schedule!) it is a good example of a large 

project that was co-ordinated from our Town Planning department, and that required help from nearly 

all disciplines, such as Architecture, Engineering and Landscape Architecture. 

M8 White Cart Viaduct [Ogilvie; Curley] 

We have been involved in work on the M8 White Cart Viaduct at Glasgow Airport since undertaking a 

structural assessment in 1997. Originally constructed in 1968, the 23-span steel/concrete composite 

box girder viaduct carries around 80,000 vehicles per day and is now undergoing a phased 

programme of strengthening and refurbishment. 

The principal elements of the Works are as follows-                                                                                          

Phase 1 - New Parapets and Lighting Columns                                                                                                          

Phase 2 - Waterproofing, Resurfacing and Expansion Joint Replacement                                                                                          

Phase 3 - Box Strengthening                                                                                                                                   

Phase 4 - Painting and Concrete Repairs 
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Current work on the viaduct is being coordinated by Derek Ogilvie and Chris Curley and includes the 

detailed analysis and design of strengthening works for Phase 3 using complex finite element 

methods. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Railway [Leckie; Gillespie] 

The Division is providing design support to Railways Division for the detailed design phase of the 

£300m Airdrie to Bathgate project. The allocated work includes the design of 11 no. road over rail 

bridges, 10 no. replacement decks on existing substructures, approximately 10 no. foot/cycleway 

bridges and 3 no. access road bridges. This follows on from the Approval in Principle stage which 

commenced in autumn 2006. Network Rail is the client and the current (challenging) programmed 

date for completion of the detailed design is June 2008. A large structures team has been assembled 

in order to meet the key dates for the project; MOU1 staff in Glasgow are led by Stephen Leckie, and 

the bridge design work is nearing completion under Andy Gillespie’s supervision. 

 

Additional assistance is being provided by our colleagues in Edinburgh and Central Division. 

Borders Rail Link: The bridges section is also preparing to provide further support to Railways 

Division for another major railways project in Scotland - a £130m scheme which will re-open a rail link 

between Edinburgh and Galashiels. 

Dublin Office [M8/N8 Cullahill - Cashel Bypass; Dundrum Town Centre Phase II] 

Busy, Busy, Busy!! The office in South Dublin, Ireland, has been working at a frenetic pace since its 

inception and more so after becoming part of Scott Wilson. We have seen our office grow from 
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approximately six people, depending on which day of the week you counted heads, to a lofty sixteen 

in the office and thirteen on site, this growth, occurring in little over two years. 

In the next Benchmark we will give an insight into two of the major projects we are currently working 

on in Southern Ireland in association with local consultants. To give a little teaser the projects to be 

highlighted will be the M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel bypass and Dundrum Town Centre Phase II. Each 

one being well over 100 million Euro in construction costs. 

Scott Wilson Middlesbrough has been awarded a one year extension to the existing three-year 

Design Partner Framework with Darlington Borough Council. The framework provides building 

services including Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Structural Engineering, QS, M&E and 

Planning Supervision. The framework will now run until December 2008. 

Sonic Drilling Contractual Advice [Bathgate] 

Gordon Bathgate is providing contractual advice to a new Client (drilling Contractor), who is 

pioneering the use of sonic drilling techniques for ground site investigation work in a UK nuclear 

electricity generating facility. Gordon reports that sonic drilling can retrieve soil samples where 

conventional drilling techniques just can’t reach, providing invaluable information to geotechnical and 

nuclear engineers.  We are delighted to be associated with this ‘ground-breaking’ contract which will 

have implications at a national level. Arrangements are in hand for the Client to demonstrate the 

system to our Geotechnical Unit and others who are Interested. 

A2 and the A1 Belfast to Dublin Road 

 

The summer holiday period certainly hasn’t slowed us down and we are pushing ahead with our major 

projects including the Newry Transportation Study to assess the feasibility of a range of improvement 

options to relieve traffic congestion in the city centre by providing a new link road between the A2 and 

the A1 Key Transport Corridor. This project builds on our considerable experience in the area and 

brings together the expertise of our roads, environment, geotechnics and structures teams. In 

summer 2007, we held a workshop for Roads Service departmental heads and key staff to explore 

the improvement options. The workshop was a huge success and prompted some very good client 

feedback. 

Newmachar Nursing Home Aberdeen [Williams] 

Glasgow’s Building Structures team under Nigel Williams has been working closely with architects 

Jewitt Arschavir & Wilkie on the design of a £5m, 72 bed, nursing home in Newmachar, Aberdeen. 
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As well as the structure, the team has designed the supporting infrastructure. The project is about to 

go out to tender, and is the first of a series of nursing homes planned by client Visioncall. 

A68 Dalkeith Bypass [R Esk Bridge; Scilipoti; Fagan] 

 

The Bridges Section has continued to provide a substantial input into the A68 Dalkeith Bypass, a 

£30m design and construction project linking the Edinburgh City Bypass to the existing A68 at Fordel 

Mains. Contractor Morgan Est commenced work in September 2006 and is due to complete in 

November 2008. Giovanni Scilipoti is leading a team in the detailed design of twelve bridges, 

including the River Esk Bridge, a 94m long twin composite steel box girder structure. Stewart Fagan 

has controlled the draughting output, using AutoCAD and CADS-RC to ensure that the complex 

reinforcement detailing of some of the elements is workable. The relatively small number of 

comments from the independent checker, and from site, is testament to the success of the team’s 

efforts. 

A6 Derry to Dungiven Dualling Stage 2 

This major project builds on the success of our Stage 1 work on the 60km A6 dualling between 

Castledawson and Londonderry, which at £500M is the largest roads project in Northern Ireland. 

Over the last few weeks, staff in Glasgow and Belfast have worked to prepare the public information 

leaflets and display boards and to meet and greet the council representatives, VIPs and the local 

residents at the 4-day public exhibition event. Now for the fun part! 

Following on from this successful study, Scott Wilson and Faber Maunsell have been commissioned 

to carry out the Stage 2 Study on the 30km Derry to Dungiven section of the route. The scheme is to 

choose the preferred route and has a value of £320M. The project will involve staff working from our 

Beechill House, Stockman’s Way, Glasgow, and Derry offices. 

Scottish Freight Research 

We are also pleased to confirm that Scottish Enterprise has commissioned Scott Wilson to undertake 

research into the need for, and potential contribution to Scotland's economic competitiveness of, 

improved freight facilities at various locations throughout Scotland. The aim of this important project is 

to ensure that a strategic approach is taken to the development of Scotland's key freight facilities to 

improve Scotland's economic competitiveness and to identify opportunities which could contribute to 

other objectives such as promoting modal shift to more sustainable means of transporting freight, 

including rail and sea. 
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Staff News: New Starts [Numerous] 

The Middlesbrough office welcomes Sally Atkinson, Principal Engineer to their expanding Civil and 

Water engineering section in the North East. Sally has a wide range of technical expertise on a range 

of multi-disciplinary projects. 

Newcastle office welcomes Steve Pierpoint, Senior CAD Technician. With 14 years of wide 

experience including RC detailing and Foundation schedules he is a welcome addition to the office. 

The Newcastle office also welcomes Becky Smart, Assistant Administrator. Becky joins us after 

working in admin/retail for a number of years. After offering to play in the Newcastle five a side 

football team she is already appreciated as an energetic member of the office.   

The Glasgow based MOU1 would like to extend a warm welcome to Neil Bailie and Colin Sangster, 

who have recently joined us as Graduate Engineers. 

MOU10 are delighted to welcome two new members of staff to their team - Chris Nichol and Andrew 

Simpson. Chris joined in June 2007 and is working on Transport Assessments throughout Scotland.  

Andrew joined us in September after graduating from Glasgow University during the summer. We 

hope they thoroughly enjoy working with us, there’s never a dull moment! 

The Dublin Office is pleased to welcome three new graduates - Anton Lennon and Karl Quinn, from  

Edinburgh University, and Avril Kinsella from Dublin Institute of Technology; also a new Technician - 

Jayanta Bhattacharjee, who joined in August this year after two years with PH McCarth. 

The Finance MOU has two new members Andrea Shaw in Glasgow and Ashley Johnston in Belfast. 

The Property Team in Edinburgh is pleased to welcome Jamie Scott as a Graduate Structural 

Engineer. Jamie, a Borderer, graduated in 2007 from the University of Edinburgh with a Masters 

Degree in Civil Engineering. 

Peter McGroarty has recently joined the Digital Medial team in Beechill House, Belfast, as a Digital 

Animator. His interests are with 3-D technology and the programmes that go hand in hand with such a 

medium, ploygon modelling, texture mapping, rigging and animation to name a few. 

Philip Murray, also joining the Digital Media Team, is an imaginative young designer. A year out 

student, he is currently studying design and communication at Magee College, Londonderry. 

Professional Bodies [Metcalfe; Orange; Buckley; Lightfoot; Lilburn] 

Steve Metcalfe, Director, MOU7, Chairman, Tees Branch, Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE).                                                       

Les Orange, Associate, MOU2, Committee, Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE).                                                                  

Tony Buckley, Associate, MOU7, Committee, Institution of Structural Engineers (IStructE).                                             

Phil Lightfoot, Sen Tech, MOU7, First Tech Member, Institution of Structural Engineers (TIStructE).            

Louise Lilburn from Stockman’s Way in Belfast has joined the local graduate and student committee 

of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and is tasked with the organisation of several forum events for 

graduates and students over the next twelve months. 

 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland March 2008 

Citypoint Official Opening [Wallace; Reed; Hunter] 
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Our new Glasgow office has officially opened with our clients and staff mingling over a few nibbles at 

a drinks reception earlier this month. The new modern offices now allow consultants from Ferguson 

McIlveen and McLay Collier, acquired in October 2006 and July 2007 respectively, to join together 

with members of our former office to offer a diverse range of integrated services from Glasgow. Our 

colleagues from Scott Wilson Railways are also co-located on the third floor.   

We were honoured that Malcolm Reed, Chief Executive Officer of Transport Scotland, joined us for a 

few drinks to officially open our new Divisional head office. In his address he said ‘’I welcome Scott 

Wilson to the Transport Campus in Glasgow where they are co-located with Transport Scotland, 

Network Rail and The British Transport Police who keep us all in order!” 

Our new Glasgow office brings together a wealth of expertise allowing us to continue to offer multi-

disciplinary consultancy services with a commitment to deliver high quality and innovative solutions to 

our clients. This move also reflects the substantial growth we have achieved over the past few years. 

Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge Re-opens! [McGlade] 

 

Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge on the North Antrim coast opened again to the public this month. The 

bridge, which attracts over 220,000 tourists each year, is suspended across a 24m deep and 18m 

wide chasm.   

The rope bridge, which is removed in winter and re-erected each spring in time for the holiday 

season, is flown in by helicopter and assembled by a group of professional riggers, abseilers and rope 

access specialists. 
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The Belfast Structural team became involved with the National Trust bridge in 1999 to carry out 

inspections to ensure the safety of the rope and timber structure which is located in a harsh coastal 

environment. 

Scott Wilson concluded that the bridge would need replacing every 4 years. With the introduction of 

new galvanised steel ropes, a new deck support system, mesh and safety netting, the bridge remains 

sturdy without losing any of its original historic qualities. 

The thrilling rope bridge is inspected on completion of erection and then at bimonthly intervals by 

David McGlade from Beechill House. David McGlade recently competed in the NI IStructE ‘Graduate 

& Student Showcase’ where he compiled a paper and gave a 10 minute presentation on the history, 

design and his involvement in this interesting rope bridge. 

Bangor Walled Garden Co Down 

Our Architects and Landscape Architects are currently involved in the design of an innovative 

glasshouse and the redevelopment of the historic Bangor Walled Garden, Co Down. The gardens 

were created by the Ward family in the 1840’s and have since fallen into decline. The aim of the 

project is to fully redevelop this significant space for public access. 

 

 It is planned that the new glasshouse will sit within the historic grounds beside the formal lawn and 

colourful lily pool. A timber bridge over a water pool will allow visitors to enter the magical and tropical 

world beyond in the ‘wet zone’ of the glasshouse. Water plays a key feature with a meandering series 

of pools and a dramatic cascading waterfall. 

Lush and unique tropical planting is representative of the flora found in different tropical regions, from 

Amazonian mangroves, lotus and giant lilies to the rice paddies, bamboo groves and native nuts of 

tropical Asia. A ‘dry zone’ of the glass house is entered trough a rock tunnel, exhibiting exotic cacti 

and other desert species grouped by geographical area.   

The proposed glass house and contents could not better complement the outdoor displays of the 

southern walled garden and together will set this unique development apart from other garden venues 

throughout Ireland. The image above, prepared by our Digital Animators, will give you an idea of how 

the proposed innovative glasshouse might look! 
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The Marton Moai Middlesbrough [McQuillan] 

 

Our Middlesbrough office has provided invaluable help with a unique project to create a stone Easter 

Island head (the Moai) for the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum in Middlesbrough. These mysterious 

giant statues were first seen by Cook and his crew when they visited Easter Island in 1774. 

International Maori artist George Nuku, who is currently exhibiting in the museum and local artist 

David Gross worked on the sculpture together. The result is a massive 4 ton sandstone statue 

standing several metres tall. 

Scott Wilson helped by getting the museum in touch with local contractors, stone suppliers and 

supporters of the project. Patrick McQuillan, a Structural Engineer in our Middlesbrough office, 

provided the structural calculations and foundation drawings. The stone was gifted by Eskdale Stone 

and local contractors Cleveland Land Services generously provided the labour and materials required.  

The Scott Wilson logo now appears on a commemorative plaque within the museum in recognition of 

our support. The Marton Moai was unveiled at an opening ceremony on Friday 28th March. 

Scott Wilson gains IStructE Supreme award for Royal Victoria Hospital Belfast [Manson] 

Scott Wilson has gained recognition in the Institution of Structural Engineers Centenary Awards for 

the design of the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast.   

The structural design of the hospital won the overall prize of ‘Supreme Award for Engineering 

Excellence’. The project also beat eighteen competitive nominations to win the ‘Healthcare / 

Education Award’.   

The IStructE Centenary Awards is a special event recognising and celebrating the 100th birthday of 

the Institution. This particular event in Belfast was specially planned to reward the outstanding 

contributions structural engineers have made to the design of the built environment within Northern 

Ireland over the last century. 
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Lowry Manson, Managing Director (Ireland) commented “We are very proud of the Royal Victoria 

Hospital scheme and feel honoured that the building is held in such high esteem by the Institution of 

Structural Engineers. This award not only recognises our expertise in delivering buildings of this 

nature but also reinforces our Client’s worldwide reputation for healthcare excellence.” 

Our integrated team of Architects, Civil & Structural Engineers and Landscape Architects developed 

the first phase of the prestigious RVH redevelopment which provided a seven storey state of the art 

clinical building consisting of imaging and outpatients departments, ‘Ultra-Clean’ operating theatres, a 

pharmacy and 390 inpatient beds. 

We were also involved in numerous other schemes on the complex site including the recently 

completed Imaging Centre, the Central Decontamination Unit and the new Mortuary. We are currently 

involved in the hospital’s latest development, a £135m Trauma Centre with helipad, now on site. 

Middlesbrough Graduate Impresses ICE Judges [Herrero; Loch Ryan Water Improvement] 

 

Ignacio Herrero, 25 year old Graduate Civil Engineer from the Middlesbrough office, was an 

outstanding ambassador for Scott Wilson when he came a very close second in the ICE Annual 

North-East Region Papers competition for Graduates and Students in Newcastle. Not only did he 

have to submit a written paper of 4,000 words, he had to make a presentation to, and answer 

questions from a panel of experts.  

 Ignacio’s chosen subject was the ‘Loch Ryan Shellfish Water Improvement Scheme’, which he 

has worked on for the past 9 months. He impressed the judges with his presentation of primary and 

secondary treatment processes, discharge locations, design of sewage pumping stations and 

protection of shellfish habitats.   

Although pipped to the post, the real winner is Ignacio who, when he came to the UK just over a year 

ago, spoke very little English but, thanks to his dedication, he has made great strides in his ability to 

communicate his ideas and concepts.  Congratulations, we look forward to your next paper. 
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Virtual Lagan Navigation Belfast 

 

Scott Wilson’s Digital Media Team has just been commissioned by Belfast City Council for a unique 

and ambitious interactive 3D model of the Lagan Canal.  The model will use the most up to date 

simulation software to create a detailed and realistic view of how the disused Lagan Corridor could 

look if it was regenerated. 

The team aim to tell the story of the Canal and encourage the local communities and schools to get 

involved in developing the stretch of canal from the Lagan Weir, through Belfast to the Lisburn Civic 

Centre. 

This is a forward thinking project for the Council to commission, but they see it as a vital informative 

and interactive tool to encourage local interest and government funding. The hope is that the model 

will act as a catalyst to transform the neglected and overgrown locks and canals which will benefit the 

local residents and attract tourists to the vicinity.  

The virtual landscape model of the Lagan Corridor will be designed in such a way that allows users to 

interact and navigate themselves around the canal. The model will provide realistic imagery including 

the smallest details such as water, grass and ground vegetation. The team aims to make the 

interactive environment available to download from the Council’s website once it has been finalised so 

it is accessible by all. 

A96 Fochabers and Mosstodloch Bypass - Public Exhibition 

After a protracted legal dispute, which ran from 2003 to 2007, the £25m A96 Fochabers and 

Mosstodloch bypass was cleared to proceed subject to consultation on details of mitigation proposals 

within the Gordon Castle Estate. As a result, Transport Scotland, supported by Scott Wilson, 

consulted the residents of Fochabers by mail shot and staged a public exhibition of the proposals in 

December 2007. 

In the lead up to the public exhibition, staff from both Scott Wilson and Transport Scotland consulted 

with statutory consultees. They produced assessment reports for the mitigation strategy and local 

farm access road alternatives, which were issued to Moray Council, VIPs and the local residents. 

The exhibition, containing 35 display boards, explained the proposals allowing the public the 

opportunity to comment on and discuss any concerns with the design team. Local residents received 

a questionnaire to indicate their preferred option from those put forward by the project team, or 

suggest a feasible alternative option. 
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The consultation exercise and the exhibition itself were warmly received and resulted in a large 

number of local residents returning completed questionnaires. 

Following assessment of the feedback, Transport Scotland approved the preferred mitigation strategy 

in February 2008. After finalising the design, construction work is likely to start in late 2008 or early 

2009. 

A68 Dalkeith Northern Bypass 
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Scott Wilson has led the design of the £30m A68 Dalkeith Northern Bypass; a D&B scheme 

consisting of 5.2km of trunk road & 4.7km of associated side roads including a new grade-separated 

interchange on the Edinburgh City Bypass. The design comprised roadworks, drainage, 12 structures 

including the 95m long River Esk Bridge, 750,000m3 of earthworks and consolidation of abandoned 

mineworkings. 

The A68 Trunk Road provides an important link between south east Scotland and north east England, 

forming a designated high load route between Edinburgh and Newcastle-Upon-Tyne whilst also 

serving the border towns of Lauder, St Boswells and Jedburgh. At present the A68 travels through a 

signal controlled junction in Dalkeith town centre. At peak times the town centre experiences 

considerable congestion, delays and high volumes of traffic which are detrimental to the 

environmental quality of the historic town centre. We became involved in October 2005 and are 

currently supervising construction with completion expected in July 2008. 

Our involvement in this project is an opportunity to enhance our position as a major player in D&B 

road schemes in Scotland. Moreover it has allowed us to forge relationships with a new Contractor 

client and with Central Division who offered design input to the Scotland and Ireland led design. Well 

done to all involved – too many to mention! 

New Theatre & Cinemas for Inverness 

 

Our Structural Engineers in Edinburgh recently completed the new and upgraded facilities at Eden 

Court Theatre and Cinemas in Inverness. The team was commissioned to refurbish the original 1976 

theatre complex and Grade ‘A’ listed Bishop’s Palace of 1876. 

The adventurous project provided a new 250-seat theatre, 2 new 100-seat cinemas, a number of 

rehearsal studios and a three storey dressing room block to provide enhanced and modern facilities 

for Eden Court. The Architects Journal, in which the scheme was recently featured, commented that 

the new building “has the potential to become a cultural symbol in Inverness”.  The new facilities 

opened at the end of 2007 just in time for the pantomime season! 
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Waverley Railway Project [Baker; McQueen; Buckley; Murphy; Miller] 

 

 

The Waverley Railway Project is intended to deliver transport and economic benefits to Midlothian 

and the Central Borders by providing a rail link from the existing Edinburgh Crossrail to Tweedbank, 

south of Galashiels, a distance of some 35 miles.   

Scott Wilson first became involved with the project 9 years ago when we were commissioned to 

undertake the Scottish Borders Railway Feasibility Study investigating options for re-opening a 

disused railway which had closed in 1965.   

Subsequent commissions included sufficient concept and technical design to support the progress of 

a Bill through the Scottish Parliament, the procurement of a Ground Investigation Contract and 

currently, outline design for the civil infrastructure. 

Waverley Railway Project is being managed by Scott Wilson Railways, with most of the civil 

infrastructure design being undertaken by us and co-ordinated by Alan Baker with teams led by 

Walter McQueen and Tony Buckley (Overbridges), Dominic Murphy (Highways) and Catriona Miller 

(Geotechnical).The nature of the work includes outline designs, inspections, assessments and 

strengthening proposals for around 35 bridges, highway designs at 17 locations interfacing with the 

proposed line, geotechnical and mineworkings reports and earthworks designs. 



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

55 
 

We are hoping to maintain our involvement through the procurement, design and construction stages, 

with a view to opening the railway by 2013. 

Lathallan House Linlithgow 

             

Glasgow has been appointed as Structural Engineers for a £16m housing development at Lathallan 

Estate, near Linlithgow. Forty eight houses, town houses and apartments, marketed up to prices of 

£1m will be constructed.   

The centre piece of the development is the listed Lathallan House which will be redeveloped into nine 

apartments.  Currently in a state of disrepair following years of neglect and a recent fire, the first task 

for Scott Wilson is to organise a façade retention scheme which will secure the structure and allow 

safe access for a structural survey. The Estate boasts a listed walled garden, which will form an 

integral part of the highest value houses.  The local Council Planning Department has agreed that the 

wall can run through the houses as a feature, thus integrating the old and the new. Outhouses will be 

extended using recovered stone to form new town houses. 

We will also be responsible for the civil elements of the development. This will include a SUDS 

drainage scheme, a pumped main to connect to the nearest sewer approximately 2km away and 

upgrading of an 800m access road.  Development will take place over the next three years. 

Professional Qualifications – Congratulations [Fulton; Philpott; Summers; Thompson. 

Keith Fulton (Beechill) who has qualified as a Chartered Architect;                                                                               

Gordon Philpott (Newcastle), elected Fellow of The Institution of Highways & Transportation;                             

Brian Summers (Newcastle), elected Fellow, The Institute of Asphalt Technology and Affiliate Member 

of The Society of Road Safety Auditors;                                                                                                                             

Simon Thompson (Beechill), chartership with the Royal Town Planning Institute. 

Congratulations to Steve Metcalf [QVR Medal] 

 

You may have read in Interchange that Steve Metcalfe was awarded the Queens Voluntary Reserve 

Medal in the New Year’s Honours list. Steve kindly celebrated with the staff of both Middlesbrough 
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and Newcastle with champagne and nibbles and, in return, as he has to wait for his visit to the palace 

to receive his medal, he was presented with a suitable substitute in the meantime, sugar free of 

course. 

New Starts [Frymus; Carew] 

The Dublin office welcomes Krzysztof Frymus who joined us on 10th March as a new Assistant 

Structural Engineer. We wish him all the best and many happy years with Scott Wilson. 

Beechill House welcomes Kevin Carew who has joined the Digital Media Team with an extensive 

background in graphic design. Good luck in your new role Kevin. 

 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland June 2008 

M1/Westlink ahead of schedule! 

 

One of the biggest ongoing projects in Northern Ireland at the moment is the M1/ Westlink and M2 

Improvement Scheme.  Scott Wilson was commissioned to assist Roads Service in the development 

and management of this significant £130m DBFO project, the first of this type in Northern Ireland. 

This innovative procurement method and the technical design issues involved have presented 

significant challenges for our team. On the Westlink through Belfast, the focus of congestion was the 

Broadway Roundabout, complete with an enormous electricity pylon. 

It was also a little known secret that Clowney Water met Blackstaff River bang in the middle of the 

Province’s most congested roundabout. The solution has been a long and costly diversion of the 

rivers and locating electricity cables underground which have ultimately enhanced the character of the 

whole area.  In developing the scheme we have focused on the aesthetic treatment of the boundaries 

along the Westlink Corridor using quality brick walls, sandstone copings and bespoke railings. This 

raises the standard of the principle entry corridor into Belfast reflecting the rejuvenation of the City 

and creating a sense of pride.  Attention to detail is everywhere; a new footbridge is cradled in the two 

elegantly curved supports, while parapets have been crafted by a local artist to reflect the proud 

industrial history of Belfast. 

Roy Spiers, Project Sponsor for Roads Service, is delighted with the progress: “That the project has 

gone so well is a credit to the whole project team. The project is 6 months ahead of schedule and 

already the travelling public can see the benefits the completed scheme will bring”.   
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Part of the scheme was opened late last year and the next big milestone will be the opening of the 

Broadway underpass this autumn, with overall completion planned for 2009. 

Hat Trick in RICS Awards! 

 

Three of our schemes have been successful in gaining RICS awards in the regional competitions, 

resulting in 19 awards in total so far for our Division in 2008! 

White Star House Belfast 

White Star House has gained a Commendation in the Regeneration category of the RICS Northern 

Ireland Awards. The building sits within the 185 acre site known as Titanic Quarter in Belfast, which is 

planned to be the largest waterfront regeneration project in Europe, with an estimated value of £1 

billion. Scott Wilson has successfully regenerated a polluted and run down site to create the bold & 

innovative office building, the design of which is rich in shipping themes in recognition of this historic 

site. 

Eden Court Theatre & Cinemas Inverness 

Eden Court Theatre was badly in need of upgrading and renewal as it played an important role in both 

the local and wider community. The new and improved facility now houses a 250-seat theatre, 2 No 

100-seat cinemas, a number of rehearsal studios and a three-storey dressing room block. 

These enhancements have brought the building in line with modern legislation and can now cater for 

a broader range of cultural and conference events. The building has won the RICS Scottish 

Community Benefit Award with judges commenting “Despite the success of the project in terms of 

building conservation and sustainability, its greatest contribution was toward benefitting the wider 

community”. 

Stranmillis Orchard Building Belfast 

Stranmillis University College is located within a scenic 18 hectare woodland site rich in wildlife. The 

latest development on the site, The Orchard, houses Art & Design, Health & Leisure, Technology & 

Design and PE Department. Scott Wilson and Stranmillis College are both committed to a sustainable 

agenda and were keen to include as many sustainable features as possible. The project has 

successfully won the Sustainability category in the RICS Northern Ireland assessment for producing 

an exemplar model, demonstrating that educational facilities can be both sustainable and aesthetic. 

Both Eden Court and The Orchard have been placed on the RICS National Awards shortlist and 

winners will be announced in October.  
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M8 Harthill Footbridge 

 

Following our appointment by the Scottish Ministers as Engineer for the D&B of an iconic “helical 

truss” footbridge over the M8 Motorway between Glasgow and Edinburgh nearly 2 years ago, the 

project is now 6 weeks into construction of a 203 day contract. 

The first stage in the site works was the treatment of a disused Ironstone mineshaft dating from the 

1870’s. After successfully grouting the mineshaft, work has begun on the construction of an RC 

capping slab at the rock-head 7.0m deep. At 7.0m depth to rock-head, Raynesway’s Temporary 

Works adopted 68 LX16 sheet piles and Groundforce shoring frames.  

The photograph [13 June 2008] shows preparations being made for the final level of frames. 

Excavations were hampered by twin fibre-optic cables, heavy ingress of water and the 1870’s 

equivalent of Irn Bru cans. Collectors’ pieces of ironstone are available. The fabrication of the 

superstructure is shown in the photograph below. With the project running to programme (so far!) the 

new bridge is expected to be ready for use by early November. If you’re thinking of using the M8 

between Glasgow and Edinburgh on the night of 4 October, then think again.  It will be closed whilst 

Europe’s largest mobile crane, a Gottwald AK680 (1200T), erects the new bridge to straddle the M8 in 

a single span with an overall length of 88m. 

The Laurel Building Refurbishment, Durham [McIntosh; Archer; Dougherty] 

As trustee for the King James School Foundation, Durham County Council commissioned Scott 

Wilson to oversee plans for repairing and restoring the old King James I School in Bishop Auckland, 

which had been damaged by fire in March 2007. This Grade II listed building was constructed in 1861 

with the addition of a stone façade and spire in 1897. The building was declared surplus to 

requirements and has been empty since 2000.   

We have proposed to undertake this work in two phases, the first of which will ensure the building is 

made clean, safe, weatherproof and secure so that surveyors and prospective buyers may safely 

enter and examine it (when this phase is complete we plan to hold a public open day for the 

community).   

In the second phase we will assess the damage and estimate the cost of reinstating the building to its 

previous condition. This cost can be claimed back from the building’s insurers and will be put toward 

rehabilitating the building for any appropriate use. The principal restoration work required by the 

conservation authority is reconstruction of the roof and the spire which crowned it, the design of which 

will need to be recreated entirely from old photos.   
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Mark McIntosh of the Middlesbrough office is overseeing work on the site, and will direct architectural 

work for the building evaluation and cost assessment. Brian Archer of the Newcastle office is 

overseeing project management and CDM, while Carolyn Dougherty is responsible for contractual 

issues. Everyone is working together to ensure the best use for the building is established. 

M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel [Briggs; Bennett; Lucas; MOR/SW JV] 

Scott Wilson is working on the M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel road scheme in a joint venture with Irish 

consultant, Malone O’Regan (MORSW). MORSW have taken the scheme, involving 40 km of two 

lane motorway on the Dublin to Cork route, from inception through the route assessment stage, 

prepared the EIA and took part in the public enquiry. 

The award of the main contract in 2006 was to a joint venture of Irish contractors Roadbridge and 

Sisk (SRB) with a construction contract of approximately €200m. 

                

The MORSW site team has 11 members headed by Susan Briggs with Hamish Bennett as Project 

Managers Site Representative and Peter Lucas as Supervisor under the contract. Client Kilkenny 

County Council also has one permanent member of staff on site to liaise with the 210 affected 

landowners.   

The route traverses fairly flat agricultural land with poor drainage and peat bogs at several locations. It 

crosses numerous small rivers which provide spawning beds for salmon and mitigation for badgers, 

otters, crayfish, bats and sand martins has been required. 

We have overseen an archaeological resolution contract which was originally scheduled to take 20 

weeks but continued for 66 weeks due to the discovery of a significant early Christian site near the 

centre of the scheme. 
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There are 45 overbridges, underbridges and underpasses on the project.  Structures are conventional 

reinforced concrete, in most cases using precast beams for deck construction. Short span river 

bridges and underpasses utilise cast in-situ decks. Overbridges have a central pier and reinforced 

concrete bankseats which are integral with the deck.   

We have been very impressed by SRB’s professional approach and ‘can do’ attitude to the technical, 

environmental and contractual challenges of the scheme.   

The joint venture between the contractors has produced innovative solutions and they have shown 

adaptability in dealing with delays caused by archaeology and difficult landowners. We are currently 

expecting the works to be complete by the end of 2008, some 7 months early.   

Some relevant statistics regarding the scheme are; 

Total earthworks cut – 4.3 million m³                                                                                                                  

Total earthworks fill – 3.0 million m³                                                                                                                           

Total length of piped drainage – 82.5km                                                                                                                      

Total length of ditches – 25km                                                                                                                                 

Total CBM quantity – 700,000 tonnes                                                                                                                            

Total blacktop quantity – 500,000 tonnes                                                                                                                           

Total amount of structural concrete - 20,500 m³                                                                                                               

Total number of shrubs and trees - 1 million. 

Royal Visit to Rothesay Harbour Redevelopment [Clegg; McTavish; Adebo] 

On the 4th June His Royal Highness Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay, and the Duchess of 

Rothesay made a welcomed trip to the Isle of Bute to Rothesay Harbour which is currently undergoing 

redevelopment. 

 

The project, which is being supervised by Stuart McTavish and Imuzeze Adebo, comprises an £8m 

redevelopment of the ferry terminal, to accommodate new, larger ferry vessels recently introduced on 

the island’s principal ferry service between Wemyss Bay and Rothesay. The scheme also includes a 

£2m development to provide a transit marina for visiting yachts in the Inner Harbour. 

Central to the ferry terminal project are a new linkspan bridge providing vehicle access to the ferry, a 

pedestrian access gangway, new fendering on the berth and enlargement of the vehicle marshalling 

area. There were also significant safety advantages in diverting pedestrians between the town and 

the ferry terminal away from the vehicle traffic, which will be achieved via a new pedestrian lifting 

bridge across the entrance to the Inner Harbour. 

To create sufficient depth for the marina, the Inner Harbour has to be dredged down to 2m below 

Chart Datum (lowest tide level) which in significantly below the foundations of the existing masonry 

walls of the 19th Century harbour. 
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To support these walls, low level sheet piling has been driven in front of the wall toe and tied back 

with ground anchors.  When complete in early autumn, the Inner harbour will provide 36 additional 

berths for yachts moored to floating pontoons, held in position by tubular guide piles.   

Our Project Manager Robert Clegg was pleased to meet the Duke and Duchess, who viewed the 

works from a vantage point beside the Inner Harbour. Display boards showed the layout of the new 

works and photographs of the new linkspan and passenger gangway helped to illustrate the scope of 

the project.   

Unfortunately for the royal couple, they arrived and departed from the island by helicopter, meaning 

they did not have the opportunity to use the new ferry service that we have helped to deliver. 

Eastbourne City Academy, Darlington 

 

The Middlesbrough office has been commissioned as Technical Advisor & Client Representative for 

Design and Construction of the £14m Eastbourne City Academy. The project will be carried out under 

its existing Framework with Darlington Borough Council to support the Diocese of Durham Board of 

Education for the Church of England. Full Multi Disciplinary services are being provided by us 

including Architecture, Civil & Structural Engineering and M&E Building Services. 

Inverness Trunk Link Road Public Exhibition [Hutchison; McLelland; Dorman] 

Our project team recently took part in a public exhibition on proposals for the Inverness Trunk Link 

Road. The scheme involves linking the A96 to the east of the city with the A82 to the west and will 

effectively form a ring road round the south of Inverness. The exhibition provided details of the overall 

proposals, but focused on obtaining public feedback on two alternative solutions in the Inshes area. 

Ryan Hutchison, Project Manager for the scheme, commented “The city has grown at a phenomenal 

rate in the past 30 years and the road infrastructure hasn’t kept up with the population growth and 

development. There is a need to upgrade the current infrastructure both to tackle current congestion 

and to support continued and future expansion of Inverness.” 

The proposals at the exhibition include ‘option one’ which would see the road join the Southern 

Distributor Road west of the Inshes Roundabout, requiring the relocation of a major Tesco store. 

‘Option two’ would join the Southern Distributor Road at the Dellness Roundabout and would require 

the relocation of the Inshes Church of Scotland. 

Zoe McLelland, Karl Dorman and Ryan Hutchison were on hand to explain the route options to the 

public alongside Highland Council staff at the exhibition which was held over two days. More than 300 

members of the public attended the exhibition. The Council commented that it was important to hear 

the views of the public at the event so their comments could be taken on board when a 

recommendation is delivered in the autumn. 

The estimated cost of the road, which is the central element of Inverness’s transport master plan, is 

over £120m excluding land and compensation costs.  It would be one of the largest engineering 

projects seen in Inverness and the Highlands for some years. When complete it will ease congestion 
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in the city centre and support future major development both in the city and along the planned A96 

Growth Corridor. 

Ardara Sewerage Scheme, Donegal Official Opening 

 

Ardara Sewerage Scheme in Donegal was officially opened this month. We were commissioned by 

Donegal County Council to design, prepare contract documents for and site-supervise a sewerage 

system and treatment works for the town of Ardara.   

Ardara is a tourist destination at the head of Loughros Bay with a population of 2350.  The old 

sewerage scheme that served the town was in need of upgrading to meet EU Directives so a new 

Sewerage Treatment Works was provided. 

The scheme involved three new pumping stations and the laying of 9km of pipelines to deliver 

sewage to a new and improved treatment works on the shore of Loughros Mor Bay. 

The final effluent is discharged via a 1km long outfall after undergoing an extended aeration process. 

The works are located in a scenic area; therefore they have been specifically designed, together with 

landscaping features to mitigate the visual impact on the surrounding landscape. 

RIAI Awards!  

We have been successful in this year’s Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland Awards. 

Lough Key Visitor Centre has won a ‘Commendation’ in the Accessibility Category and has been –

‘Selected for Exhibition’. 

Stranmillis Orchard Building gained the ‘Highly Commended Award’ within the Sustainable 

category. 

Teamwork leads to success at A9 Ballinluig: Official Opening [Taylor] 

Scott Wilson has been involved in the strategy to improve the A9 from Perth to Inverness at Ballinluig 

since plans commenced and was present at the official opening by Transport Minister John Swinney 

on 26th May. 

The A9 is one of the most scenic drives in the UK, providing a gateway to the Highlands and serving 

many local communities with a large mix of traffic uses. This mixture of local, strategic, tourist and 

agricultural vehicles has defined the character of the route, but has also led to areas of conflict. 

We have been involved in the developments to improve road safety at an accident black spot by 

removing the need for motorists to cross the A9 to enter Ballinluig. 

The scheme involved the construction of the grade separated junction south of Ballinluig, two slip 

roads connecting the A9 to the A827 to Aberfeldy, two rail bridges crossing the Perth to Inverness 

railway line and a new roundabout on the A827.  In addition some 600m of existing A9 carriageway 

was be replaced by upgrading to dual carriageway and improvements were made to the drainage 

network.   
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Pedestrian paths and cycle ways have been improved along the route with special attention given to 

the landscape and environmental sensitivities of the area, particularly habitats created as a result of 

the confluence of the River Tay and Tummel. 

Ainslie McLaughlin, Director of Transport Scotland, said “The success of the event was due to the full 

participation and unstinting efforts of all your staff for which the Minister and I are very grateful. Please 

convey our thanks to all your diligent and hardworking staff”. 

Mr Swinney said “The Ballinluig community has been waiting a long time for this junction and it is 

great to see it completed.  Anyone who has ever driven the road -over 

is.  This £15 million investment will make a significant contribution to improving road safety on the A9, 

whilst easing traffic flow for local communities and visitors alike”.   

David Taylor, Scott Wilson’s Project Manager said, “The success of this project is down to the 

teamwork, enthusiasm and interaction of all parties at all levels. In addition it demonstrates the 

positive relationships between offices, with Newcastle, Glasgow and Edinburgh contributing” 

Staff News: New Starts [Webster; Crickett; Grey et al] 

We have had many new starts across the company since the beginning of April. 

Glasgow                                                                                                                                                                 

David Webster - Technical Director                                                                                                                           

Michael Crickett - Principal Structural Engineer                                                                                                      

Lee Stewart - Structural Engineer                                                                                                                         

Damian Adamson - Geotechnical Engineer                                                                                                     

Katerina Braun - Engineering Geologist                                                                                                                

Ross Turnbull - Assistant Engineer                                                                                                               

Alexander Friend - Senior Technician                                                                                                                    

Pankaj Saini - Senior Assistant Engineer 

Edinburgh                                                                                                                                                                   

Rachel Dougherty - Senior Engineer 

Belfast                                                                                                                                                                                               

Clare Gilleece - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                               

Mark Gould - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                                      

Chris Stafford - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                                  

John Emerson – Storeperson                                                                                                                                    

Mark Hamilton - Digital Media Artist                                                                                                                            

Sara Pearson - Architectural Assistant                                                                                                                         

John Sedgwick - Senior Architectural Technician                                                                                                        
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John Donnelly - Quantity Surveying Student                                                                                                                  

Gary Neill - Civil Engineering Student                                                                                                                  

Andrew Sproule - Civil Engineering Student                                                                                                                                           

Ken Milligan - CDM Coordinator                                                                                                                       

George Buchanan - Senior Engineer 

Dublin                                                                                                                                                                           

Phillip Cummins - Chartered Landscape Architect                                                                                                         

Stephen Groome - Landscape Architecture Student                                                                                            

Niamh Rabbitt - Environmental / Sustainability Engineer 

Newcastle                                                                                                                                                                      

Chris Grey - Principal Engineer                                                                                                                            

Rebecca Thompson - Senior Assistant Engineer 

Middlesbrough                                                                                                                                                                

Laura Hill - Junior Architectural Technician 

Harthill Site Office                                                                                                                                                

Karen Gibson - Office Administrator 

Also a warm welcome to the 23 summer students who have joined us! 

 

Benchmark October 2008 

Connswater Community Greenway, Belfast: Ecology Plan [Bell] 

Our Ecologists in Edinburgh have been commissioned to develop an Ecology Management Plan for 

the Connswater Community Greenway Project in Belfast. 

 

The Greenway Project is an impressive scheme which will see a total transformation to the 

Connswater area of Belfast which has been neglected and underfunded for many years. Close to 

50,000 people living in the area will benefit from 379 acres of public space which will be connected by 

bridges, walkways and cycleways to create a safe and vibrant area for recreation and community 

events. 
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The Ecology team will record the wildlife that currently resides along the proposed route of the new 

project and offer guidance on how to safeguard and enhance wildlife as the scheme progresses. 

Associate Ecologist, Sue Bell, commented “We are very excited at the opportunity of finding out what 

unusual wildlife is sharing the city with us. We will be surveying the route along the river over several 

months’ to analyse vegetation, birds and river invertebrates as well as looking for signs of rarer 

species such as otters and bats”. 

After successfully securing £23m worth of funding from the Big Lottery Fund, East Belfast Partnership 

is now well on its way to progressing the Connswater Community Greenway project which is due to 

begin construction next year. Both East Belfast Partnership and Scott Wilson are keen to ensure that 

information gained from this survey will not only help create an attractive parkland for people in the 

community, but also provide a safe and friendly environment for the vast range of wildlife that has 

lived in the area for years, by informing the design development. > 

A9 Helmsdale to Ord Official Commissioning [Frew; Morgan; Fraser; Wells] 

 

The A9, between Helmsdale and Ord of Caithness, celebrated its official commissioning ceremony on 

a wet day last month. The A9 Trunk Road provides a vital link between Inverness, Wick and Thurso in 

the north of Scotland, improving connections for local communities, businesses and tourists. 

Scott Wilson has a long history with this road dating back to the 1970’s, carrying out numerous 

services from feasibility studies to detailed design, procurement and construction supervision. Alan 

Frew, George Morgan, Alan Fraser and Ian Wells were all at the ceremony representing the firm. 

The scheme, which is situated in an area recognised for its natural beauty, will play a major part in 

improving road safety by reducing driver frustration and delivering better overtaking opportunities. 

Transport Minister Stewart Stevenson who presented the ceremony proceedings commented, "The 

A9 is a key artery in Scotland's transport network and it is vital that we continue to invest in 

improvements to the road on a continuing and progressive basis. The Helmsdale improvements 

completed here are just one part of investment in the A9 amounting to some £50 million over the next 

four years”. 

The new 1.3 mile road eases the steep gradients associated with this route and reduces the extreme 

bends in the road. This is Phase 2 of A9 upgrade in which access for local communities has been 

greatly improved with the construction of a roundabout, providing a safe means of access between 

the new A9 and Navidale, and the provision of new junctions. 

Pedestrian access has also been improved with the provision of a new footpath and street lighting 

between East Helmsdale and the new roundabout. The previous section of the A9 through this 

section has now become a combined footway, cycleway and access road for the local community. > 
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Hardwick Park Restoration, Co Durham [Dougherty; McIntosh] 

 

In 1748 Tyneside businessman John Burdon purchased the medieval manor of Herdwyck near 

Sedgefield in County Durham. He soon undertook an ambitious landscaping project, hiring several 

designers and architects, including London architect James Paine, to create a ‘Kentian’ landscape - 

an artificial lake, river and waterfall, a circuit walk around the 40 acre property with several follies and 

outbuildings including a Temple of Minerva and a ruined Gothic tower. 

Over the course of time the landscape was neglected, the lake was drained and the property was sold 

for other uses. By the late 20th Century Durham County Council owned a portion of the site and the 

rest was used as farmland. In 1999 the Heritage Lottery Fund provided the council with a grant to 

purchase the remaining portion of the park and to restore the original 18th Century landscape, now 

listed as of Grade II* significance. 

The restoration project is now nearly complete with some repairs to the buildings and minor work on 

the paths and waterfall remain, as well as interpretation of the site and completion of the new visitors 

centre and car park. 

The Newcastle office, under its project management framework agreement with Durham County 

Council, has been commissioned to supervise the completion of the work to ensure that the project is 

finished on schedule and under budget and complies with Heritage Lottery Fund requirements. 

Project Manager Carolyn Dougherty has overseen the compiling of the tender packages and 

completion is expected in October. Mark McIntosh of the Middlesbrough office is supervising and 

advising on the completion of the visitors’ centre, due to open partially on 1 October 2008, and to 

open completely in 2009 in time for the busy spring season.  

One year on... McLay Collier as MOU3 [Williams; McMillan; Allan] 

We are now one year on from joining Scott Wilson Scotland Limited and how time flies....... 

By way of an awareness exercise, I wish to briefly highlight the expertise and resources available 

within MOU3, Glasgow. Nigel Williams and his team also joined up with us in May 2008 and is now 

fully effective within MOU3. The total MOU3 staff amounts to over 50. 

In terms of our experience and expertise, we have an enviable track record in a diverse range of 

sectors and our strengths are in building structures, heavy industrial structures and the restoration 

and preservation of historic buildings. 

We also have a wide experience in healthcare buildings, universities, schools and colleges, 

commercial and retail development, private and public sector housing as well as engineering 

infrastructure and civil engineering. 

Outwith mainstream project design and delivery, we have also developed a range of services to 

provide specialist skills. We continue to provide CDM Co-ordinator services (with 13 years’ current 

experience) for projects and have a number of framework agreements in place. 
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We also provide advice on building defects and damage and currently have a term appointment with 

NHBC. In the past we have provided subsidence damage advice to major insurance groups 

throughout Scotland over a period of 5 years. We provide expert opinions where projects have gone 

awry and again have built up a track record over the past 12 years. 

We are also well able to deal with emergency works including fire and flood damage and dangerous 

buildings and have expertise in arranging and managing demolition contracts for high rise or low rise 

buildings. 

If we can be of assistance to other MOUs, then please feel free to contact either Peter McMillan or 

Andrew Allan in the Glasgow office.                 Andrew Allan Technical Director (MOU 3)                            

Footnote: See Benchmark Oct 2007 for background JP McCafferty. 

Tourism Induction Programme, Aberdeen 

Scott Wilson’s Edinburgh based Tourism & Leisure team have been commissioned by Scottish 

Enterprise to develop an area destination induction programme pilot for operational tourism staff in 

Aberdeen and Royal Deeside. 

It is Scottish Enterprise’s intention to support the “roll out” of the completed pilot elsewhere in 

Scotland. The main purpose of the project is to develop a series of destination induction intervention 

models which will allow staff to enhance the visitors experience by making them more aware of, and 

providing them with, information on what is available for visitors to do in the local area. 

The project consists of several phases: 

Engaging with the key tourism industry organisations in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire to stimulate 

enhanced stakeholder partnership commitment to supporting the pilot initiative 

Questionnaire surveys of a sample of tourism businesses and visitors in the area 

Identification of the key information messages which should be prioritised in enhancing the visitor 

experience and increasing the opportunities for further selling the area as a visitor destination 

The development of a number of induction intervention models and the piloting of these with local key 

tourism industry representatives prior to their implementation 

The project commenced in late August 2008 and is due for completion in February 2009. 

This project extends Scott Wilson’s tourism consultancy relationship with Scottish Enterprise and the 

Edinburgh team have also had a contract extension to continue to provide tourism product 

development services to the agency.  

A Burning Success! Reclamation of Riddochhill Colliery Bing, Bathgate 

The 30 hectare reclamation of the Riddochhill Colliery Bing at Bathgate has successfully completed 

the most difficult part of the excavation project to date. The former Bing has been burning for the last 

30 years and has caused significant odour problems for local residents at Bathgate. 

An investigation of the Bing material (accumulated colliery spoil from past mining operations) revealed 

burnt and unburnt colliery spoil with an area of 2 hectares still registering considerably elevated 

temperatures. Historical readings in the burning section of the Bing had recorded temperatures of 

over 444°C. 

The Chesterfield office designed a safe method of remediating and working the site. Our Division’s 

Geotechnical Engineers are acting as the Resident Engineers for the project which will involve the 

excavation and compaction of 1.5 million tonnes of material. 
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Prior to excavation a public consultation was held to ensure the local community understood the 

potential effects caused by disturbance of the Bing material. Dust and odour monitoring was installed 

around the perimeter at selected higher risk receptors. Before excavation work began, significant 

quantities of water were pumped throughout the hottest areas of the Bing to lower temperatures. 

During the excavation works any pockets of material uncovered with high residual heat were 

transferred to a cooling down pad at the site prior to being used as part of the general earthwork fill. 

This excavation work took less than 2 weeks and there were no complaints from the local residents. 

The reclamation works at the colliery site also involve the extensive grouting of 4 worked coal seams 

over 15 hectares. The entire project is expected to be finished by December 2009. > 

Refurbishment of Cragside Iron Bridge 

Our Newcastle office is currently refurbishing a 130 year Grade II* listed bridge for the National Trust. 

The scheme will feature in a one off special programme by the BBC who will periodically be filming 

the works. Some of our staff may also make an appearance on the show! > 

Lock Keeper’s Cottage Belfast 

  

The Lock Keepers Cottage at Lock 3 on the Lagan Navigation, near Shaws Bridge in Belfast, is a 

listed building which Castlereagh Borough Council purchased with help from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund. 

Funding was achieved after the scheme was successfully featured on the BBC’s Restoration 

programme. Initially we completed an Options Appraisal to identify and evaluate a range of potential 

uses for the Cottage including an interpretive facility, café or residence. 

We were later appointed as Lead Consultant, Architects and Quantity Surveyors to refurbish the listed 

cottage to its former glory and design a new building in its grounds to contain offices for Lagan Valley 

Regional Park staff, an exhibition space and tea room. 

The listed cottage, which dates back over 100 years, has been refurbished with a reclaimed slate 

roof, lime mortar pointing and lime plaster details, with new sliding sash windows and a reclaimed 

quarry tile floor. Close liaison with the Environment Agency and an original resident of the premises 

helped guide the design to ensure the cottage was restored as accurately as possible. 

The cottage will be fitted out with period fire places and furniture based on its original use and will be 

open to the public as a working exhibition on historic living. 

The new office and tourist building has been designed with vernacular features to be as sympathetic 

to the cottage as possible, with high quality finishes in reclaimed slate roof, slate floor, timber ceilings 

with a large feature truss and random rubble stone feature wall. 

With low energy design in mind the building is heated using a geothermal heat pump system and high 

levels of insulation have been specified.  



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

69 
 

The Needle! Tallaght shopping mall Dublin [TJ O’Connor/SW JV] 

 

The Square, Tallaght is a large shopping mall in Dublin West which was built in 1990. Scott Wilson, in 

association with T.J. O’Connor & Associates, is designing the refurbishment of the Central Mall and 

Entrances. One section of the project is the design of a Central Mall feature called The Needle, which 

is a type of “spire” supporting sails and an information platform. 

The Needle is formed from a straight circular hollow section and a conical section at the top. Four 

stainless steel cables attached to the steel columns of the building structure are used to restrain the 

needle against applied and accidental loading. 

Some relevant data regarding the feature are: 

Overall height: 21.73 m;                                                                                                                                            

Height of the cylindrical section: 9 m;                                                                                                                       

Height of the conical section: 12.73 m;                                                                                                                                            

Diameter: 508x10 CHS (pipe section) Wrapped in a stainless steel sheet. 

There will be TV plasma screens suspending from the information platform at a height of 6 m above 

the floor level. The cables will be connected to the needle by means of a tension ring. The connection 

between the Needle and floor will be standard base plate anchored to concrete with Hilti anchors. A 

finite element analysis of the structure is being carried out in association with the Basingstoke office.  

M8 Harthill Footbridge Erected [Hackney] 

The new iconic footbridge at the Harthill Services area of the M8, which is located between Edinburgh 

and Glasgow, was lifted into place on Friday evening. 

A photomontage above, created by our Digital Animators, gives an idea of what motorists will see 

when approaching the spectacular bridge. 

Users of the bridge will walk through a helical shaped silver white steel crossing – the first helical 

truss footbridge spanning close to 70m over a motorway! They will also be protected from the weather 

by transparent glazing, with high quality CCTV and lighting features. As it will replace a bridge which 

did not meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act, the new futuristic walkway can be 

accessed by all users via either steps or striking curved gentle ramps. 
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Mike Hackney and his team of Structural Engineers worked on the impressive structure which is a 

unique bridge for a UK motorway and is a credit to Transport Scotland for choosing such an 

innovative and bold design. 

To reduce disruption to motorists, the bridge was built in seven different sections, as seen in the 

photograph (right), which were transported and welded together onsite last weekend. The glazing was 

also added at this point to allow the structure to be raised into place in a single lift by one of the 

largest cranes in Europe during the night.  

Staff News  

Long Service Awards [Wright; Bickett; Armstrong; Proud; Riach; Graham, et al] 

40 Years A Wright                                                                                                                                              

30 Years Alex Bickett, John Armstrong                                                                                                                                   

20 Years Stewart Proud, David Riach, Maria Graham,                                                                                                            

10 Years, Alberto Oscoz, Paul Tully, Brian Handley, Andrew Gillespie, Karen McGrattan  

Professional Bodies [McNamee; McCabe; Wilson; O’Toole; Henderson] 

Congratulations to Jacqueline McNamee from Glasgow who has recently passed her three strategic 

level CIMA exams.                                                                                                                                                   

Beth McCabe from Belfast recently gained an Executive Secretary Diploma from the South Eastern 

Regional Collage.                                                                                                                                                               

Well done to Paul Wilson, Suzanne O’Toole and Alastair Henderson from the Digital Media Team who 

have become Chartered Members of the Institute of Designers Ireland. > 

New Starts [A large number-see original text!] 

Our most recent new starts throughout the Division are listed below. Good luck in your new roles! 

Welcome to all joining us from Hewertson and Jenkinson Partners Middlesbrough 

Pete Appleton - M&E Technician                                                                                                                               

Catherine Chapman - Secretary / Admin                                                                                                                                                      

Peter Dring - Senior M&E Technician                                                                                                                               

Guy Farline - Senior Mechanical Engineer                                                                                                                           

Dennis Ford - Principal Engineer                                                                                                                           

Trevor Hodgkiss - Principal Mechanical Engineer                                                                                                  

Reg Jenkinson - Senior Mechanical Engineer                                                                                                       

Laurence Waters - Associate 

Glasgow                                                                                                                                                   

Karel Semrad - Graduate Structural Engineer                                                                                                                 

Rakesh Shivakumara Swamy - Graduate Engineer                                                                                                     

Philip Tully - Trainee Technician                                                                                                                      
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Hemachandran Genesan - Graduate Engineer                                                                                                                       

Joe McCulloch - Trainee Technician 

Edinburgh                                                                                                                                                               

Gavin Mulroy- Graduate Engineer                                                                                                                        

Andrew Norrie - Principal Project Engineer                                                                                                         

Keith Gavin - Principal Process Engineer                                                                                                              

Sharon McAulay - Sales Ledger Clerk 

Dublin                                                                                                                                                                     

Philip Corr – Graduate Structural Engineer                                                                                                          

Stephen Kavanagh – Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                                  

Lee Kuok Wei – Senior Geotechnical Engineer                                                                                                             

John O’Donovan – Principal Structural Engineer                                                                                                

Jonathan Morris - Graduate Civil Engineer 

Belfast                                                                                                                                                                        

Pauline Bradley - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                             

Karen Crawford - Graduate Landscape Architect                                                                                              

Paul Gallagher - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                        

Eamonn Gunn - Graduate Civil Engineer                                                                                                                       

Dr Paul Lynas - Ecologist  

 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland December 2008 

Merry Christmas! Ronnie Hunter CEO [Worldwide recession] 

 

Last year at this time we were all getting educated by the press on sub-prime mortgages and the like. 

Who would have guessed that one year on we would be in worldwide economic flux. It has and will 

affect us in a variety of ways. Many of you have added credit control and cash collection to you 

professional repertoire.  Possibly not what you expected but an essential part of our survival plan.  

I am grateful for your efforts on that subject and you need to continue; it is unlikely to get easier next 

year. But our crystal ball is not clever enough to predict what will happen next; we just have to get on 

with what we do best - winning new jobs, delivering them to grateful clients and ensuring that we get 

paid - this is our parallel world to the financial crisis.   

When you read through this edition you will see in our parallel world that we continue to win and 

deliver projects. Our staff continue to become professionally qualified and we add new skills to our 

capabilities. Lastly we still have an appetite for hobbies and having a bit of fun. This year, use the 

holiday season to best effect.  Have a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year and come back 

refreshed for the challenges ahead.  

One last plea; whatever the tribulations we face they are nothing compared to what some others face 

in our world.  Please contribute to our Millennium Fund whenever you can; it will make a difference.  

 

 

Success with Bombardier Aerospace in Belfast [Leaker] 
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As many of you will be aware by now, we have successfully won a major commission from 

Bombardier to design their new manufacturing plant in Belfast. The aerospace manufacturer has 

launched the design of a new mid-size airliner called the CSeries which will go into production in 

2012. The new aircraft is revolutionary in many ways, including extensive use of composite 

technology. Gordon Brown recently commented “Bombardier’s decision to base production of the 

CSeries wing in Belfast is the biggest ever inward investment (£520m) in Northern Ireland”. 

The wings for the new plane are to be built in Bombardier’s plant in Belfast, where they specialise in 

complex technologies, requiring the construction of a completely new manufacturing facility and we 

will be leading the design. 

Our Architects in Belfast led the Scott Wilson team of Civil & Structural Engineers and Architects, with 

M&E Engineering services provided by the Manchester office, which is also providing further 

Architectural and Structural support. Trevor Leaker is leading the team and commented, “We are 

particularly pleased with this appointment, as we hope it will be not just about this very exciting project 

but the start of a long term relationship with one of the biggest companies in Northern Ireland”. 

This is a landmark project in many ways.  The sheer scale of the project, which when all phases are 

complete could extend to 500m long, its importance to the local economy in Belfast and the fact that 

the facility will be constructed alongside Belfast City Airport all mean that it will be a high profile 

scheme. 

The selection process was extremely demanding and many people had a hand in securing this 

commission.     Thanks and well done to everyone involved.  

Cragside Iron Bridge Restoration 

Our Newcastle office has been involved in designing a package of works to allow The National Trust 

to re-open a historic footbridge at Cragside. The listed wrought iron structure is 130 years old and 

forms part of a Grade I listed landscape. The image above shows the Iron Bridge with Cragside 

House in the background. 

However, it has been feared under strength for many years and has never been open to visitors. The 

client and architect rightfully demanded that the appearance and fabric of the structure should be 

preserved. 

Therefore, in order to restore the bridge, the structural strengthening utilised new plates connected by 

rivets and the new parapet was designed in keeping with the existing. 

The structure is due to open to visitors at the start of the new season in 2009. This has been a very 

successful and interesting scheme so it is hoped that we can enter several awards in the New Year! 



Doc 12.55: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 10: The Communiqué / Benchmark Years2005-2009 
JP McCafferty 

73 
 

 

 

One of the iron arches, with strengthening plates riveted to the inside face.  

Landscape Award for Beacon South Quarter, Dublin 

Scott Wilson has won an Award from the Association of Landscape Contractors of Ireland (ALCI) for 

the Beacon South Quarter landscape scheme in the Commercial category.   

Beacon South Quarter is a major urban development in Sandyford, Dublin, which includes 

apartments, live/work units, shops, cultural buildings, a 5,600sqm urban plaza with a major water 

feature, roof gardens and other open spaces within a high-rise scheme of up to eight stories.  

                            

Scott Wilson has been involved in the design since the master planning stage and contributed to the 

EIS. We were also part of the design team for a marketing suite to promote the scheme. 

This project has offered many challenges in relation to design of landscape in a high density, high rise 

context. The team has devised innovative and practical solutions to these challenges during the 

progression of the project.  
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M8 Cullahill to Cashel Official Opening! [Briggs; Johnston; Spencer] 

The M8 Cullahill to Cashel Road Improvement Scheme had its official opening last Monday, 7 months 

early and well within budget. The scheme has been upgraded to motorway over its entire length 

(previously mainly high quality dual carriageway). The sun came out when the Minister for Transport, 

Noel Dempsey TD, arrived to officially open the road, making for a memorable occasion.  

  

The M8 passes through parts of Counties Laois, Kilkenny, North Tipperary and South Tipperary and 

its opening provides a continuous section of motorway some 90 km long between Cullahill and 

Mitchelstown. The M8 Cullahill to Cashel stretch is 40 km long. It is a motorway with four grade 

separated junctions linking it to the national road network and to Cashel, Thurles, Urlingford, 

Johnstown and Kilkenny. 

Susan Briggs and the team are very pleased with the quality of the end result.  Susan commented 

“After an excellent dinner at the Dundrum House Hotel, Cashel, I can report that the drive back up the 

new road was a great improvement on the road through Littleton, Horse and Jockey, Urlingford and 

Johnstown (all now bypassed) and the ride quality of the new surfacing was excellent!” 

Our staff all enjoyed reuniting with the original design team at the opening (PM Stan Johnston from C 

Division) and the current team who took over in 2006.  Richard Spencer has been involved from the 

beginning to the end – 8 years in total! 

Overall it has been a very successful scheme and well done to all involved.  

Lock Keeper’s Cottage makes Final of RTPI/RSPB N Ireland Sustainable Planning Awards 

 

Lock Keeper’s Cottage, which featured in October’s Benchmark, has been successfully selected as a 

finalist in the RTPI/RSPB Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning Awards. We have entered the ‘Rural 

Areas and Natural Environment’ Category and the judges will be visiting the building in January 

before announcing the winner in February. 

We were successful in winning the Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning Award earlier this year with 

Stranmillis Orchard so fingers crossed for 2009.  
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Lagan Navigation Digital Model, Belfast 

Scott Wilson’s Digital Media Team was recently commissioned by Belfast City Council to design and 

build a virtual landscape model of a section of the Lagan Navigation in Belfast. 

 

The River Lagan has played a central part in Belfast’s history, helping it to become one of the greatest 

ports in Europe and one of the UK's leading manufacturing centres by the end of the 19th century.  

Many of the canal systems that were previously in existence, which link to Lough Neagh, have been 

neglected over the years. 

Various agencies in Northern Ireland have sought to redevelop the Lagan Navigation system through 

the introduction of the Lagan Canal Restoration Trust. The Trust aims to open up the river system to 

increase the tourism potential and create an attractive riverside route for a variety of sport and 

recreational activities. 

The virtual model of the Lagan Corridor was designed to create a realistic view of how the disused 

Corridor could look if it was regenerated. The team reproduced a 14-mile stretch of river and network 

of canals from Belfast City Centre to Lisburn.   

The software used allowed the team to model a huge area of terrain, whilst at the same time include 

the smallest level of detail such as ground textures, water and thousands of trees and all forms of 

vegetation. 

The model is fully interactive, enabling people of all ages to navigate around the Lagan Navigation 

Digital Model realistic site. The hope is that the model will act as a catalyst to transform the neglected 

and overgrown locks and canals which will benefit the local residents and attract tourists to the 

vicinity. > 

A first for Harthill Footbridge, opened 26 November [Bathgate; Boothman; Gannon] 

Really? Yes, it is. It’s the first pedestrian bridge crossing of a motorway adopting a double-helix 

structural form. And it has blue under lighting. It’s even got nitrile rubber with stainless steel braiding 

for flexibility in movement of its down-pipes; anti skid surfacing; vandal resistant polycarbonate 

glazing; stainless steel concealed guttering; 60% of the roof is glazed; and its stable at 120mph wind 

speeds.   
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No, it’s not the list of options for the latest BMW. We’re talking here about the first use of a double-

helix foot-bridge over a motorway in the UK, probably Europe.  We’re talking Harthill on the 

Edinburgh-Glasgow motorway. We’re talking iconic structures. We’re talking firsts. We’re talking Scott 

Wilson. 

In an edition of Interchange on the Harthill Footbridge we commiserated with those who were sitting 

by the fireside on the night of the 3rd October, or partying, or doing the Paso Doble with John 

Sergeant and Krystina. In fact, we commiserated with everyone who was not watching the 318 Tonne 

bridge rising to the occasion.   

But we’ve been busy since 3 October.  Ever so busy. So busy in fact we didn’t think we’d finish in time 

for Minister Stewart Stevenson to declare the bridge open on 26th November. But we did. And it was 

grand. 

After the installation of the new bridge, Scotland’s finest wielders of acetylene torches gave us a blast. 

The old bridge and three not insignificant piers had no chance. They were felled in a single night of 

dust, sparks, and flames, and the motorway was re-opened as dark gave way to dawn. Later, two 

enormous staircase towers bit the dust and were buried and laid to rest. No-one shed a single tear. 

The towers and the old bridge were amongst the ugliest and most unloved structures in Lanarkshire, 

probably in Scotland. 

But now, where once there was neglect, we now have care,  a new bridge to care for, young trees, 

young shrubs and daffodils to care for and a field of golden daffodils. Well, we like it. 

Did Mr Stevenson like it? Of course he liked it. He thought it was the “bee’s knees”, but didn’t quite 

utter the adjective “fandabidosi”. Didn’t he say such a big thank-you to Raynesway who built it, to us 

at Scott Wilson who were gynaecologist in-charge, to Buro Happold who worked up Scott Wilson’s 

conceptual design to a working design, for their Client Raynesway in the D&B contract, and to SH 

Structures who built it with welders with two left arms to cope with the intricacy of welding. Well no, he 

didn’t say any of these things. He was much more polite and proper and sensible. 

But we mustn’t forget wee Tony Gannon and Danny Boothman who played bridge building games on 

their computer. Wee Tony, whose first degree is in aeronautical analysis, and Danny, who spent three 

years writing a PhD thesis on how to weld cracks in sea-going or even under-sea going vessels. I told 

them right at the outset that without wings or a periscope the thing would neither take off nor go under 

water. And I was right. 

But maybe they were the clever ones.  That bridge isn’t going anywhere except from A to B.  

Some say Harthill has a “hard” image. Really? Look at the photo below as you enter neighbouring 

Blackridge. Yes, it’s gun free. Don’t you ever again think you’re having a hard time of it.  

Kilkenny Central Access Scheme [Briggs; le Roux; Voke; Hackney; MOR/SW JV] 

The Dublin Sandyford office has recently been involved in a high profile An Bord Pleanala Oral 

Hearing for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the 
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Kilkenny Central Access Scheme.  The Malone O’Regan Scott Wilson Joint Venture provided 

evidence on behalf of Kilkenny County Council. 

The proposed scheme is 3.5km in length, with single carriageway for its entire length. It comprises 

sections of new road and street, linked by existing streets. The scheme is broken into two sections: an 

East-West Central Access Street near the city centre incorporating a new bridge over the River Nore 

and a North-South link bypassing the existing residential area in the North West of the city, providing 

access to development lands. 

       

The scheme includes a new cabled stayed bridge over the River Nore, four bridges over the 

Breagagh River, an underpass at the brewery site and retaining walls at Greensbridge Street and the 

Irishtown link.   

Our team for the Oral Hearing comprised a Senior Counsel, a planning expert brought in to coordinate 

the case by Kilkenny County Council, County Council planners, engineers and experts on 

environmental issues, archaeology, architecture, landscape and visual and cultural heritage.  The 

total team came to approximately 25 individuals including back room staff.   

The main objectors present at the hearing were the Heritage Council, Kilkenny Archaeological 

Society, An Taisce, and an environmental campaigner. Additional stand alone objections were given 

by a small number of affected landowners and residents groups. Submissions were also presented 

from local businesses including Diageo, owner of the Smithwicks Brewery which the scheme crosses. 

Many points were made in objection to the scheme, including: 

• Severance of the medieval city core                                                                                                                                          

• Destruction of buried in situ archaeology                                                                                                                 

• Impact on the City’s cultural heritage                                                                                                                                  

• Scheme should be delayed until the Brewery has ceased operations and it’s redevelopment has 

been progressed                                                                                                                                                                

• Visual impact of the proposed River Nore crossing                                                                                                                                      

• Scheme has been for the benefit of individual developers and development sites 

Submissions in support of the scheme were also presented including the Mayor of Kilkenny and Cllr 

Geoghan (on behalf of Kilkenny Chamber of Commerce).   

Scott Wilson staff provided key evidence.  Susan Briggs (Project Director) and Martin le Roux 

provided evidence on the development of the scheme, including route options, traffic, and economics.   

They were supported by Andy Voke (SW Liverpool) on all traffic modelling issues.  Mike Hackney 

provided evidence on the controversial 60m span River Nore crossing, proposed as a twin cable 

stayed bridge. 
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Susan, Martin and Mike acquitted themselves well against difficult and persistent questioning by the 

opposition, sticking to the clear facts and showed that all our designs and options were able to 

withstand thorough examination.   

The proceedings were covered by both local and national press over the 3 day hearing, with articles 

published in the Irish Times, Irish Independent and the Kilkenny People. 

The hearing was a culmination of nearly 3 years work by Malone O’Regan Scott Wilson on the 

preliminary design for the scheme. The Inspector will now produce a report based on all the evidence 

presented and we are hopeful of a positive result. >  

M&E: MOU7 M/brough [H/Jenkinson; Tall Trees Yarm; Bourlon & Maggido Barracks, Catterick] 

Our Mechanical and Electrical team are pleased to announce the successful integration of Hewertson 

Jenkinson Partnership within the existing M&E team in Scott Wilson’s Middlesbrough office.   

This integration has given great breadth to the Building Services capabilities and boosts the potential 

for the integrated services offered not only by the Middlesbrough MOU, but by our Division as a 

whole. 

 

The team now consists of (L to R in photo) Peter Appleton, Carl Bunn, Laurence Waters, Reg 

Jenkinson, Trevor Hodgkiss, Dennis Ford, Stuart Urban, Peter Dring and Russell Craig. 

The team are also pleased to announce the successful tender for the new Tall Trees development in 

Yarm. This prestigious £50m development incorporates a new luxury restaurant, conferencing, spa & 

leisure facilities for up to 500 people, an additional ‘6’star hotel, along with 290 private luxury 

apartments. 

Other recent awards include Bourlon & Maggido Barracks refurbishment at Catterick Garrison. > 

Dublin Canals [Tourism/Commercial Study] 

Did you know that the water quality in the canals is so good that its still used by Guinness in its 

brewery in central Dublin!   

The Landscape and Planning team in Belfast have just been commissioned by a consortium led by 

Waterways Ireland to identify the recreational, tourism and commercial potential of the Dublin City 

Canals. The commission also includes the development of an investment and maintenance 

framework. 

The Grand Canal and the Royal Canal are two of Irelands greatest engineering achievements built in 

the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The canal network was developed as the main method of 

transport for goods and people; however both canals ceased formal operations in the 1960’s. 

The Dublin City Canals are integral to the heritage, history and urban fabric of Dublin City. They are 

an essential element of the spatial identity of the City, an important recreational outlet providing a 

green corridor through the City and are enjoyed for their unique ecology and as a destination for 

boaters, anglers and walkers. However, there is no shortage of anti-social behaviour along certain 

inner city sections of the waterway. 
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This exciting and challenging commission will address the future recreational, tourism and commercial 

needs of the canal corridors so that infrastructural investment as well as tourism and recreational 

projects can be delivered. 

Staff News [Blair; Booth; Preston; Pester; Greene; Ormond; Williamson] 

 

Congratulations to Alan Blair and Colin Booth from Glasgow who both recently became Chartered 

Engineers through the Institution of Civil Engineers. Alan has been employed in the company’s roads 

section and has gained a broad experience on a number of varied and challenging projects in 

Scotland and NI. Colin joined us in 2003. He has worked in the Roads and Hydrology sections, has 

spent time on site and has gained experience in road, hydrology and drainage design. 

Congratulations to 

Robert Preston and Simone Pester, Belfast, who have become Chartered Landscape Architects; 

Eoin Greene, Dublin office, who recently became a Chartered member of the Institute of Engineers 

Ireland. Eoin was previously located in the Birmingham office with the geotechnics team before 

transferring to Dublin in 2005. Eoin is currently working for the roads and geotechnical teams in the 

Sandyford office. 

John Ormond from the Dublin office also successfully gained Chartership from The Institution of 

Engineers of Ireland. 

Cathy Williamson, a member of our Division’s Business Development & Marketing Team, who has 

achieved Chartership with the Chartered Institute of Marketing.  

 

Benchmark Scotland & Ireland July 2009 

M2 Belfast Opening: The End of the Beginning [Frew; O’Hara; Patterson; Megarry] 

Scott Wilson has been assisting Roads Service in the development and delivery of £130m of major 

roadworks schemes in and around Belfast which together comprise Roads Service DBFO Package 1. 

In doing so we have encountered numerous challenges which have been successfully overcome and 

the final opening ceremony took place on the 9th June 2009. This involved the M2 Improvements 

Junction 4 to 2 and was the last of four schemes to achieve the Permit to Use. It is a credit to all the 

companies involved, including the contractor HMC, that this has been achieved without major 

congestion. 
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While the previous major scheme known as the M1/Westlink opened in January 2009, the widening of 

the M2 as it sweeps down the hill over 5km and into the heart of Belfast represents an equally 

important milestone. The challenges here were how to widen the road and replace three sub-standard 

bridges while keeping the traffic flowing on the arterial route. In addition, the close proximity of 

residential properties presented a major challenge as the concept was to carry out all works within the 

existing road corridor. One of the ways Scott Wilson achieved this was to introduce a concrete barrier 

to reduce the width of a central reserve and hence allow more road lanes to be provided. This was a 

more complicated piece of construction than that adopted on the M1/Westlink and utilised the 

technique of slip forming a continuous wall, not dissimilar to what the Belfast Telegraph referred to as 

a “sausage machine”. 

Weather played its part in this scheme, washing away part of the temporary bridge connecting a land 

locked housing estate. Of course, this was not quite as bad as the flooding of the Broadway 

Underpass back in August 2008. While attracting considerable international attention, that incident 

was hailed as a pioneering flood prevention scheme. 

While the construction winds down, Scott Wilson continues to fulfil a vital role on site through the 

Department’s Site Representative Team under the direction of Alec Patterson. Here the Scott Wilson 

team monitor the activities to verify that the contractor follows his own quality and management plans. 

Alec is pictured with his fellow colleagues Kenny O’Hara, Project Director, and Alan Frew, Scott 

Wilson Director, together with Conor Murphy MLA, Minister for Regional Development. 

While this opening represents the end of a challenging and exciting project it also marks the 

beginning of the next daunting challenge, the £60m York Street Interchange. This recent commission 

sets out to resolve the last remaining bottleneck in the Belfast motorway network which has ironically 

been made much more acute by the Roads Service DBFO Package 1 scheme that delivers 

thousands of vehicles much more efficiently to the signal controlled junction. Scott Wilson were 

responsible for presenting to Roads Service a solution to the previously unresolved problem to create 

free flowing links between the M2, the M3 and the Westlink. This has led onto the current commission 

with Michael Megarry as Project Manager and Kenny O’Hara as Project Director. > 

Civic Trust Award for Eden Court Theatre Inverness 

Eden Court theatre has received yet another award to add to its impressive list. The project received 

a “Mention” in the 2009 Civic Trust Awards in recognition of its contribution to the “best new buildings, 

renovations and public spaces.” Scott Wilson provided Structural Engineering Services for this project 

which included construction of a new 250-seat theatre, two 100-seat cinemas, a number of rehearsal 

studios and a three-storey dressing room block.  
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Ballymacool Park Opening Letterkenny [Tully] 

On 24th May Letterkenny Town Council held a family fun day to mark the formal opening of 

Ballymacool Park, a new 20 acre public park designed by Scott Wilson’s Belfast Landscape Team. 

In 2003 Scott Wilson was appointed by McWilliams Developments Ltd to prepare a Development 

Masterplan for lands at Ballymacool that respected the historic landscape to the front of Ballymacool 

House. In 2005, the 20 acre site of the proposed park was transferred to the ownership of Letterkenny 

Town Council who appointed Scott Wilson to develop the design and implement the Park project. 

Scott Wilson (Belfast and Derry Offices) provided a multi disciplinary design team, led by Paul Tully, 

which included Landscape Architects, Civil and Structural Engineers, Architect, Quantity Surveyor and 

Project Supervisor (Design Stage). Letterkenny based consultants Wallace Whittle provided the M&E 

design services. 

 

The park includes: 

Gateway entrance and parking; Children’s play area; Multi Use Games Area (MUGA); Formal 

gardens; Creation of themed walkways; Public toilet building and maintenance building; Opportunity 

sites for public artworks. 

A network of pathways has been designed to create strong linkages with existing and proposed 

housing developments, adjacent areas of woodland and open space, and high ground which offer the 

visitor excellent views over the River Swilly valley and surrounding Donegal landscape. Construction 

of the Park commenced in August 2007 and was completed in December 2008 within budget to a 

value of €2.9 million. The park was officially opened by Mayor of Letterkenny, Councillor Victor Fisher 

who paid tribute to the Scott Wilson team for the design and delivery of such a high quality scheme.  

M6 Missing Link [Carlisle to Gretna] Opened [Mossband & River Esk Bridges] 
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Back in the cold and wet of December, 9km of new three lane motorway was opened by Lord Adonis 

the Transport Minister, thereby completing the motorway link from Glasgow to Dover. Over the past 

30 years the Highways Agency have investigated a variety of proposals to upgrade the A74 from 

Carlisle to Gretna to motorway standard but none had been progressed until, in 2000, Scott Wilson 

Glasgow were appointed to develop a minimum cost scheme for this upgrade. The proposed solution 

was on-line widening for 2/3rds of the route with a new off-line section encompassing new bridges 

crossing the River Esk and the West Coast Main Line (WCML) with a new all-purpose route (APR) for 

non-motorway traffic running parallel to the motorway. 

The keys constraints were: the very poor ground along the whole route, being on the flood plain of the 

Solway Firth, but especially in the area of the bridges; a highly skewed crossing of the WCML; the 

river Esk which is tidal with a very rapid and high tidal range; adjacent important ecological sites and 

the inevitable newts, badgers, otters and in this case adders; the requirement to keep two lanes of 

traffic running in both directions throughout the construction. In 2002 the project was taken on by the 

newly opened Newcastle office and at the same time the HA decided to use their new procurement 

strategy of Early Contractor Involvement (ECI) for the scheme. We prepared the tender 

documentation, based on the ECC Option C Target Cost contract and then took part in the tender 

assessment and selection process which included a full day interview with each of the 5 tenderers, at 

their offices, to assess their capabilities. 

Carillion, with Symonds (now Capita) as their designer, were appointed in February 2003. Under the 

ECI process, Phase 1 involved preparing an outline design, based on the SW proposal, and 

developing an associated Target Price and then taking this scheme through a public inquiry. Once 

this had been successfully completed, Phase 2, the detailed design and construction followed. The 

ECI/ECC contract promotes a partnering approach and during Phase 1 the SW team and HA project 

manager worked closely with the Carillion team inputting into the development of the scheme, taking 

part in Value Engineering and risk workshops and validating the cost estimates, and ultimately the 

Target Price, for the HA.  

During Phase 2 there was a site based SW team integrated into the site offices who monitored the 

construction progress and quality and managed all the commercial tasks for the HA – reviewing the 

monthly applications, assessing Compensation Events, carrying out a cost audit and giving contract 

advice. There were two major new structures required on the scheme; the Mossband Bridge, crossing 

the WCML and the river Esk Bridge. In addition the old Mossband viaduct had to be demolished once 

the new road was open. 

The Mossband Bridge crossed the WCML at a 70deg skew which resulted in a 160m long structure 

carrying the 3-lane motorway plus the APR. The ground in the area of the bridge was very weak clays 

and peat which required extensive improvement to support the bridge and the associated 6m high 

approach embankments. In total some 5,700 piles and 21,000m of band drains were installed, 

200,000 cu m of unsuitable material excavated and 1.1m tonnes of stone imported to construct the 

embankments. The crossing of the river Esk was achieved by constructing a new bridge to carry the 

southbound lane of the new motorway and re-configuring the existing bridge to carry the northbound 

carriageway and the APR. The new bridge was 170m long comprising three concrete piers and the 

abutments with steel beams and a concrete slab forming the bridge deck. Two of the three piers were 

constructed within cofferdams in the river. The demolition of the seven span existing viaduct required 

detailed planning and consultation with Network Rail. The method selected was to use SPMTs (self 

propelled mobile trailers) to avoid the risk of cranes being unable to operate due to the wind. 

This was a very successful project for all concerned, finishing on programme and within budget. It 

was one of the first ECI contracts to be awarded by the HA with very limited guidance on process and 

procedures and so it was a learning process for all involved. We developed a number of procedures 

to use in the management of our role and several shortcomings and improvements were identified 

which have since been incorporated into the latest contracts.  
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Stoke Connectivity 3D Virtual Animation 

 

Scott Wilson was commissioned to create an ambitious animation by Stoke City Council for North 

Staffordshire Public Transport Network. The animation was used as a tool to communicate and 

promote the benefits of regeneration in Stoke-on-Trent and to highlight the importance of a Rapid 

Transport System connecting the City. 

The theme of the animation was ‘connectivity’. In order to communicate this key message, the Team 

used the idea of coloured ribbons moving from outside the city to the city centre core. This theme 

continued throughout the animation. 

The Digital Media Team incorporated the best multimedia software available in order to tell a unique 

story of how the proposed regeneration will look. By fusing together 3D Modelling, moving images 

and 2D graphics, the team enhanced the overall look of the animated virtual experience. 

The Stoke Connectivity story begins at the Railway Station and moving past the University and 

Hanley Park through to Broad Street before arriving at the proposed new Rapid Transport Bus 

Station. The viewer is able to watch a brightly animated presentation which contains a mix of 

visualisations, photography, music and voice over. 

Our Client has been extremely pleased by the results as the innovative animation of the proposed 

scheme has provided a fantastic opportunity to present a new urban environment, not only to funding 

bodies, but also as a source of information for all sections of the community. > 

Scott Wilson Awards: Suzanne O’Toole 

Much of the design and production work for Stoke was undertaken by Suzanne O’Toole, who also 

project managed the commission. In recognition of the innovation brought to the scheme, Suzanne 

was awarded with the Divisional Scott Wilson Award for Innovation and the Scott Wilson Global 

Award for Innovation. 

The Stoke project was also shortlisted for Best Business to Business Innovation Award in the Digital 

Media Awards 2009.  
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Opening of Rothesay Pier and Harbour Development [Napier] 

 

Back in February Stewart Stevenson MSP, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, 

visited Scott Wilson’s site at Rothesay Harbour on the Isle of Bute, where he attended a ceremony to 

mark the official opening of the Rothesay Pier and Harbour Development. He was invited to unveil a 

plaque commemorating the Works after which he passed on his congratulations to all those involved 

in the project and also made mention of the strong local support much in evidence during the course 

of the Works. Peter Ward, our Client from Argyll and Bute Council, Alistair Napier, Scott Wilson’s 

Project Director, Russell Rennie, Balfour Beatty’s Contracts Manager and Steven Neilson, the 

Harbourmaster, were amongst those in attendance on the day. 

Scott Wilson was responsible for design and supervision of the Works, while Balfour Beatty were 

main Contractor. Commencing in 2006, the project comprised an £8M redevelopment of the ferry 

terminal, to accommodate the new, larger ferry vessels recently introduced on the island’s principal 

ferry service between Wemyss Bay and Rothesay, together with a £2M development to provide a 

transit marina for visiting yachts in the Inner Harbour. 

Central to the ferry terminal project are a new linkspan bridge providing vehicle access to the ferry, a 

pedestrian access gangway, new fendering on the berth and enlargement of the vehicle marshalling 

area. There were also seen to be significant safety advantages in diverting pedestrian traffic between 

the town and the ferry terminal away from the vehicle traffic and, to achieve this, a new pedestrian 

lifting bridge is provided across the entrance to the Inner Harbour. To create sufficient depth for the 

marina, the Inner Harbour had to be dredged down to 2m below Chart Datum (lowest tide level) which 

is significantly below the foundations of the existing masonry walls of the 19th Century harbour. 

To support these walls, low level sheet piling was driven in front of the wall toe and tied back with 

ground anchors. The Inner Harbour provides 36 additional berths for yachts moored to floating 

pontoons held in position by tubular guide piles. > 

Newcastle Office Move to Grey Street 

The Newcastle office staff has moved to its new office located on Grey Street, opposite the Newcastle 

Theatre Royal. Admittedly, it is ‘just around the corner’ from their old office, but provides the much 

needed additional space required, retaining a City centre location close to all public transport 

amenities . 

Telephone numbers remain the same and the new address is: 

Earl Grey House, 75-78 Grey Street, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6EF > 
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Scott Wilson Ltd 

From 1st June, the Scotland & Ireland Division will be operating as part of Scott Wilson Ltd. 

This doesn’t affect the Divisional structure, but you should be careful not to use Scott Wilson Scotland 

Ltd anymore. > 

Staff News: Professional passes and appointments [Bathgate; Clarke; Leaker et al] 

Congratulations to: 

Jacqueline McNamee (Glasgow) on passing her final stage CIMA examinations in January 2009 

Katrin Velmans (Belfast) and Joerg Schulze (Dublin), who have both passed their Landscape Institute 

Professional Practice examinations                                                                                                                                       

Pauline Bradley (Belfast), Volker Muhme (Belfast), John McBride (Stockmans Way) and Richard 

Donnet (Glasgow) who have all achieved the status of Chartered Engineer with the ICE                                          

Soraya Khalifa (Londonderry) also passed her Chartered Review with the IEI                                                                                       

Katerina Braun (Glasgow) on passing her examinations and becoming a Chartered Geologist                              

Gordon Bathgate (Glasgow) who has been appointed an ICE Examiner in Civil Engineering Law and 

Contract Management Procedures for 2009 and to the ICE CPD Review Panel                                                                  

Gordon Clarke and Trevor Leaker, who have been appointed to the Ministerial Advisory Group Panel 

of Experts for Design Reviews. MAG sits under the Department of Cultural Arts and Leisure and is 

broadly equivalent to CABE in England.  

Cragside Bridge: Green Apple and Robert Stephenson Awards 

Cragside Bridge has been chosen as a winner in the International Green Apple Awards for the Built 

Environment. Our Structural Engineers in Newcastle were responsible for designing the refurbishment 

works for this 130 year old, cast iron bridge. The scheme had previously received a Commendation in 

the Robert Stephenson Awards 2009 for Project Value <£4m. 

 

Benchmark…………………………………….The End. 

  

 

 

 


